
JOINT PUBLIC HEARING - 30 November 2010 (09:30 - 13:00)

RECOGNISING THE ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS AND VOLUNTEERING FOR SOCIAL COHESION AND ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP

VENUE: 
European Economic and Social Committee
Building «Van Maerlant», room VM1
99 rue Béliard       -    1040 Brussels
Metro : Maelbeek (line 1A and 1B)

DRAFT AGENDA
Welcome words by Staffan Nilsson, President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) (tbc)

Key figures and challenges for volunteering in Europe

 •  Tamara Flanagan, Volonteurope, United Kingdom
 •  John Macdonald, Head of the European Commission task force on the European Year 2011 of Voluntary   
 activities promoting active citizenship (tbc)
 Debate

Recognizing the contribution of volunteers in the context of non-formal and informal learning for social    
inclusion and active citizenship

 •  Vibeke H. Nørgaard, Head of International Relations, Technical Education Copenhagen (TEC), Danemark
 •  Cédric Mazière, Policy officer, AMICUS project on a possible European civic service, France
 Debate

Recognizing the role of civil society organisations as key actors for promoting volunteering, building active 
citizenship and developing social economy

 •  Raphaella Bollini, Vice-president of the European Civic Forum, Italy (tbc)
 •  Marie-Christine Vergiat, Member of the European Parliament, signatory of the written declaration on 
 establishing statuts for the European association, foundation and mutual (tbc)
 Debate

Some good reasons for you to take an active 
part in the debate!

We would like to invite you to take part in an active debate 
on the role of volunteers and volunteering for social 
cohesion and active citizenship. Discussions will focus on 
the specific role of civil society organisations in supporting 
and encouraging volunteers at national, European and 
International levels. A special moment will be dedicated 
to share experiences on how organisations concretely 
acknowledge and recognise the competences acquired by 
volunteers through accreditation systems or portfolios. 
Civil society organisations have a key role to play in this 
process and most see a real added value in exchanging 
experiences and practices at European level. These 
organisations have also been campaigning for the setting 
up at European level of a tool enabling citizens to give 
practical substance to the freedom of association: the 
Statute for European associations.

Why is it important to focus on volunteering in Europe?

Volunteering is a key social capital factor. Its value 
encompasses the provision of services and advocacy, the 
desire to contribute to the common good and to help 
shape European society. It promotes solidarity and social 
cohesion, a value which is not only in great need in the 
current economic and social climate, but also one upon 
which the EU has been built. Around 25 % of Europeans 
aged over 15 is engaged in voluntary activities. This is why 
the EU decided to designate 2011 as the European Year of 
Voluntary Activities Promoting Active Citizenship (2011). 
The aim is to put volunteering on the political agenda 
across EU and Member states, raise awareness about the 
role of voluntary sector, promote exchange of good 
practices and enhance recognition of the role of 
volunteers and voluntary sector in building inclusive 
communities, developing civil society and foster active 
participation in the democratic life.

REGISTRATION: 
anajmowicz@civic-forum.eu 
+33 143 14 39 53 
Registration is mandatory to enter the building.

With the financial support of :                                                                      In Partnership with the European Economic and Social Committee   


