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Background 

 
Seven years ago, in 2010, Stéphane Hessel called out the Time for outrage!  His 32-

pages pamphlet has been translated into 34 languages, has sold millions and 

millions of copies and has inspired massive demonstrations and occupy 

movements from Portugal, Spain or Athens to New York, Istanbul, Hong Kong and 

Chile. These mobilisations reclaim real democracy and social justice, respect for 

Human rights and civil liberties in a global context marked by moral and political 

crisis, complicated by the social consequences of the world financial crisis.  

 

Some of these social movements run out of steam, some have been repressed, 

while certain gave rise to political movements. But regardless of their short term 

effects, undoubtedly they contributed to the awakening of civic spirit against unjust 

policies and undemocratic governments. In some cases, civic mobilisations won 

important victories, including the overthrow of corrupt leaders, the repeal of 

restrictive laws or the securing of equal rights. 

 

Since 2012, massive and repeated mobilisations of citizens emerged in countries 

from the former Eastern bloc, where democracy can be considered fragile and 

social justice is a missed stop in the post-communist transition. They showed that 

people learned how to contest abuses perpetrated by those in power. In a regional 

context marked by the raise of nationalism, identity politics and illiberal regimes, 

does this broad sense of dissatisfaction towards national politics revive 

expectations from the European integration as guarantee of democratic stability if 

not a real opportunity to improve living conditions? 

 

The European Civic Forum will contribute to provide spaces and encourage 

democratic and progressive forces, organisations and social movements to meet, 

to exchange, to develop long term strategies and joint initiatives, fighting against 

the erosion of civic space, defending our vision for Europe based on solidarity and 

equal access to civil, political, social, economic, cultural and environmental rights 

for all the people living in Europe. 

 

The European Civic Days are a unique space for civic actors to share ideas and 

experiences, to take stock of political, institutional and social challenges facing 

Europe today and envision ways forward. This year’s forum will spot positive 

examples coming particularly from civic mobilisations from Central and Eastern 

Europe and the Balkans, illustrating the values we share, tapping into their potential 

for developing counter narratives and driving these citizens’ democratic aspirations 

into the political debate about the future of Europe. 
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Draft Programme 
 

DAY 1 //  9 JUNE 2017 

Dom Omladine Beograda (Belgrade Youth Center) 
Makedonska 22/IV 
 
 

9:00 – 14:00 

STATUTORY ASSEMBLY (open to members only) 
Interpretation from/to EN/FR/SRB will be foreseen 
 

 
9:00 – 10:00  Moral report by ECF President, Jean-Marc Roirant 

Activity report by ECF Director, Alexandrina Najmowicz 
Financial report by ECF Treasurer, Jan Robert Suesser 
Vote on statutory reports 
Election of Board members and Steering Committee 

10:00 – 10:45 Showcase of member’s projects and good practice 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break 

11:00 – 12:00 Discussion on strategic priorities 2018 – 2020  

12:00 – 14:00  Networking lunch 
 
 

14:00 – 18:00 

TRAINING WORKSHOP “COUNTERING FAR RIGHT POPULIST RHETORIC: 

THE USE OF FRAMES IN OUR COMMUNICATION” 
by Ulrike Grassinger, Counterpoint 
Discussions will take place in English only 
 

 
The debate around openness, 
tolerance and a united European 
society is becoming increasingly 
toxic: under pressure from populist 
language and its strong rhetoric 
images progressive members of 
societies often unwittingly pick up 
such communication frames, thereby 
reinforcing narratives of exclusion 
and intolerance. How can we speak 
differently to promote openness, 
curiosity and tolerance? How can we 
make sure to transmit the values that 
guide our work? 
 
This half-day workshop will focus on 
framing, a communication approach 
that looks at the interconnectedness 
of language, thinking and feeling and 

deliberately uses different ways of 
seeing the world (frames) to evoke 
and transmit values in the audience. 
We will explore how language and 
thinking are intricately linked and how 
a certain language can trigger a 
specific set of values. We will reflect 
upon which values participants want 
to put forward and how they can 
represent these more effectively in 
their language. We will identify some 
of the recurring frames in populist 
discourse (such as order vs. chaos) 
and explore how to counter them 
effectively. The workshop will be 
targeted on populist narratives 
against Europe, around exclusion and 
racism. 

 
20:00   Diner & evening programme  
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DAY 2  //  10 JUNE 2017 

Dom Omladine Beograda (Belgrade Youth Center) 
Makedonska 22/IV 
Interpretation from/to EN/SRB will be foreseen 
 
9:00 – 9:30 Welcome and setting the scene 

Jean-Marc Roirant, Raffaella Bolini, Miodrag Nedeljkovic 

Speech by Oskar Benedikt, Acting Head of EU Delegation 
to Serbia (tbc) 

 

9:30 – 11:30 

DIALOGUE SESSION “THE FUTURE OF EUROPE IN QUESTION: WHERE TO 

AND WHAT ROLE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY AND CIVIC MOVEMENTS?” 
Moderated by Vladimir Vasak, ARTE 
 

In a Europe where inequalities are on the rise and too many 

people fear about losing access to basic rights such as 

housing, health care, employment or education, we are 

confronted with political offers based on narrow or 

exclusive identity retreat, focusing on building walls inside 

the society, on closing borders to people and goods. They 

are targeting migrants, unemployed or Roma. Some are 

bending the rule of law as far as an elected government can 

go. They all find in Europe the perfect scapegoat when 

appealing to victims of the economic crisis or losers of the 

integration. 

These phenomena are particularly important in South and 
Eastern European countries. People in these areas at the 
periphery belt are confronted with a deep disillusionment 
with the transitional promise of democratic consolidation 
and economic prosperity. But in recent years, mistrust in 
political institutions and representatives has sparked into 
new forms of protest and resistance.  

What is their emancipatory potential in keeping 
authoritarianism at bay, in building new political forces and 
subjectivity and leading transformative change? Ultimately, 
how can civil society contribute to making another Europe 
possible, which guarantees a viable future for everyone 
based on democracy and freedom, rights and equality, 
solidarity and openness? 

A conversation with: 

Key note Vedran Džihić, Senior Researcher, Austrian Institute for 
international affairs 

Discussants  Claudiu Craciun, Demos Platform, Romania 

Dóra Papp, Krétakör foundation, Hungary 

Marina Skrabalo, Croatian activist, GONG 

Filip Pazderski, Institute of Public Affairs, Poland 

Klementyna Suchanow, Polish Women Strike 
 
11:30 – 11:45 Coffee break 
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11:45 – 13:00 

RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACE FOR AN OPEN AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETY: 

STRATEGIES FOR JOINT CAMPAIGNING (PARALLEL WORKSHOPS PART 1) 
 

 
Civil society and the EU enlargement: challenges and opportunities 
Facilitated by Community Development Institute (Macedonia), with: 

Helsinki Committee of the Republic of Macedonia (tbc) 
Center for Anti-Authoritarian Studies (Serbia) 
Center for Democracy and Reconciliation in Southeast 
Europe (Greece) 
Balkan Civil Society Development Network 

 
NGOs between hammer and anvil: how to fight back threats to civic space and 
democracy in Europe? 
Facilitated by Civil Society Development Foundation, Romania, with: 

Cenzura Plus, Croatia 
OFOP, Poland 
Civic Alliance Latvia 
BBE - Bundesnetzwerk Burgerschaftliches Engagement, 
Germany  
 

Building communities through social cohesion and inclusion 
Facilitated by Initiatives for development and cooperation (Serbia), with: 

Makers for change (France) 
We are here (Netherlands)  
Welcome & Taste of Home Initiatives (Croatia) 
Women Against Sexual Exploitation and Violence Speak 
UP - WASSUP (UK) 
 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch break 
 
 

14:00 – 15:30 

RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACE FOR AN OPEN AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETY: 

STRATEGIES FOR JOINT CAMPAIGNING (PARALLEL WORKSHOPS PART 2) 
 

 
 
15:30 – 16:00 Wrap up and next steps 

Jan Robert SUESSER and Marina SKRABALO 
 
 

16:30 – 19:00 

Field trips to community initiatives 

Miksaliste Refugees Aid Center & Ministry of Space collective 
 
 
20:00 Diner & evening programme 


