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Message

from the President

Dear friends and colleagues,

We can only be happy looking back at our
2014 endeavors. The year started with the
dissemination of our Manifesto “Equality,
Solidarity, Democracy for Europe”, saw the
launch of the European Democratic Citizen-
ship Awards in Strasbourg in May, followed
by inspiring European Civic Days in Athens
at the end of June, the publication at the
beginning of December of first issue of ECF
bi-annual magazine “Activizenship” aimed to
capture current trends and transformations
affecting civil society environment across
Europe and worldwide.

Moreover, our collective campaign against
Tibor Navracsics’ nomination as Com-
missioner for Citizenship gained the sup-
port of Members of European Parliament
and was heard by Commission President
Juncker, who transferred the portfolio to
Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for
Migration, Home affairs and... Citizenship. In
spite of the challenges which still lie ahead
as regards the place of citizenship issues in

the European debate, this success should
convince those who were part of the process
they have arole to play, a capacity to act and
obtain results.

But most of all, taking stock of the key out-
comes and success of EYCA mobilisation,
major European Civil Society Organisations
joined in Rome on 16th December 2014 for
the creation of Civil Society Europe, a per-
manent coordination of the organised civil
society at EU-level, a place for horizontal
dialogue and a strong voice for effective
advocacy in favour of policy changes that
address the transversal issues of Equality,
Solidarity, Inclusiveness and Democracy
which should be at the heart of the Euro-
pean project.

There are a lot of challenges to be met,
issues to solve and answers to deliver for
our society to fully implement universality
of rights, remove all forms of discrimina-
tion, guarantee access to education... all
indispensable components of an active
citizenship.

Looking back and thinking ahead, civil socie-
ty organisations need more than ever to trust
in their own capacity to catalyse citizens'’
aspirations for change, first and foremost
change in the content of the European poli-
cies which do not deliver along expectations
and needs in terms of social justice and uni-
versal access to Human rights. Beyond the
false dilemma of “more or less Europe”, we
need to draw hope for a social way out of
crisis. We need to bring together our forces
to insure a paradigm shift, to confront the
institutional and political framework in order
to insure a common inclusive future for all
people living on the European territory.

Thank you all for the cooperation and sup-
port through 2014!

European
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About us

Who are we?

The European Civic Forum (ECF) is
a transnational network that brings
together over 100 associations and
NGOs across Europeactive in various
flelds such as education to citizenship and
democracy, culture, defense of Human
rights, environment protection, develop-
ment cooperation or support to NGO envi-
ronment. We strive to foster civic engage-
ment, thus contributing to the emergence
of a European public sphere where the
role and influence of civil society are fully
recognized.
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What we stand for?

Since its creation in 2005, the European
Civic Forum has been particularly work-
ing to:

1. Enable civic participation through citi-
zens' associations and movements for
a Europe grounded on Equality, Soli-
darity and Democracy that guarantees
effective access to rights for all;

2. Support the structuring of European
civil society movement through alli-
ance building, collective thinking and
joint campaigning for the common
good;

3. Fight for the institutional recognition
of civil society role and contribution
through the setting up of a genuine
European civil dialogue.

The Networkss life in 2014

2014 has been a rich year for the Euro-
pean Civic Forum in terms of member-
ship. Three new organisations joined the
network.

The Citizenship Academy (Academia Ci-
dada) from Portugal was launched by the
initiators of the “Geragéo a rasca” protest
("distressed generation protest”) in March
2011. Following this pacific street move-
ment against tough austerity measures
throughout the country, many activists
wanted to ensure a sustainable develop-
ment of the movement, which resulted in
the launching of the Academy. Today, the
movement intends to empower citizens
towards the deepening of democracy.

Another new born organisation based in
the United Kingdom joined the network in
2014. New Europeans is an association



that promotes the rights of European Un-
ion citizens living and working in the UK
or UK citizens living and working in an-
other EU member state. The organisation
promotes the voice of European citizens
living in other Member State and encour-
ages them to be active citizens not solely
economic actors.

Finally, the third organisation we wel-
comed in the European Civic Forumis the
Polish Centre for Citizenship Education

(Centrum Edukacji Obywatelskiej). Estab-
lished in 1994, CEO works to promote the
values of civic knowledge, practical skills
and attitudes necessary for Democratic
states, founded on the Rule of Law and
with the civil society. Beyond its aware-
ness-raising role, CEO develops and intro-
duces in Polish school systems the most
innovative school curricula, notably in the
fleld of civic engagement, history, law and
economic education.

The year 2014 also brought significant
changes in the governing structures of
the European Civic Forum, such as the
enlargement of its Board of Directors,
who currently counts 27 member organ-
isations from 15 European countries.
Moreover, two new members joined the
Steering Committee: Oonagh Aitken, Com-
munity Service Volunteers Chief Executive
(UK)and Goran Forbici, Director of CNVOS
- Centre for Information Service, Co-oper-
ation and Development of NGOs(Slovenia)
have replaced Monika Pajerova (ANO Pro
Evropu, Czech Republic) and Cédric Blo-
quet (CIDEM, France).

European
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Our key
activities and
achievements
in 2014

6 Gt o) Annual Report | 2014




Building on the success of the European
Year of Citizens 2013 Alliance — EYCA, the
ECF dedicated a significant part of its activ-
ities and resources in 2014 to following-up
to EYCA policy recommendations as well
as striving to ensure sustainability of this
wide civil society mobilisation process.

The ECF Manifesto “Equality, Solidarity and
Democracy for Europe” adopted by the end
of 2013 provided the background for a se-
ries of activities and events in 2014, aimed
to mark a significant step in building civil
society’s leading role as an actor for social
and democratic change. In a crucial year
for the future of the European project, with
regressive populism and anti-European
forces leading in the polls and barometers,
it was right time to recall collectively the
values of solidarity and inclusiveness Eu-
rope is based upon. The European Civic
Forum work covered three major themes,
both complementary and crucial for a true
European active citizenship.
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Developing a European Civic Space

Over the years, the European Civic Forum
has succeeded in giving regular impetus to
some important European NGO forums in
line with its ambitions to help strengthen-
ing civil society voice and capacity to act
for change in the institutional arena across
Europe. These events, the European Civic
Days, contribute not only to bringing the Eu-
ropean debate to the national and local level
and to reach a public often remote from the
European challenges, but also to feed the
European narrative and policy process with
grassroots concerns.

This year's edition was somewhat particu-
lar. Greece presided the Council of the EU
for this first semester 2014, facing tough
financial and economic challenges, a high
level of unemployment and recession,
both at home and in Europe, the out-com-
ing of which was read in the ballot boxes
two month ago during local and Europe-

European
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an elections. The crisis as starting point,
these civic days looked into the role civil
society, at the grassroots and institution-
alized levels, has to play in protecting the
public good. Building on some positive
results of the crisis, notably a growing
worldwide civil society mobilisation for so-
cial and democratic
change, the Europe-
an Civic Days aimed
at launching a con-
structive debate on

how civil society will '.' i
further take up the >4
challenge, reinforce .
its operating meth- | "
ods and structures | o
to create greaterim- | bt

pact both at grass-
roots and policy lev- X
els. The participants S,

present during the three- day debates also
had the chance to meet local actors of
Solidarity4all movement, and grasp the
essence of their social and political strug-
gle against the state of exemption and the

L dadl

austerity memoranda.
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Inspired by the outcomes of these Europe-
an Civic Days in Athens, the ECF launched
a bi-annual review of critical thinking on cur-
rent social, cultural and economic paradigms,
aiming to seize the current trends and trans-
formations affecting civil society inside and
outside Europe.

The first issue of Activizenship was pub-
lished in December 2014. It is attempt to
prospect the role of citizens’ movements,
assemblies and organisations in revitalising

civic and political space. This first edition
catalyses a number of issues that interro-
gate civil society’s agency power for driving
social and institutional change against the
multi-fold needs and aspirations in our soci-
eties today. Composed mainly of interviews
of various civil society activists and scholars,
it poses some questions related to civil so-
ciety capacity to challenge but also impulse
a change in content and in the way in which
we “do” democracy and build society.

...And citizenship goes
back home!

The European Civic Forum campaigned
during the parliamentary hearings
against Tibor Navracsics designation
as Commissioner for Citizenship port-
folio. Mr. Navracsics has been a key pro-
ponent of policies implemented by the
Hungarian governments led by Mr. Or-
ban that acted against the values of the
European treaties and project and were
criticised by the European Commission

Annual Report | 2014 i )
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for decisions such as the con-
stitutional reform process of
2013 and the reforms affecting
media freedom in 2011,

Thanks to a handful of MEPs
in the European Parliament
Education and Culture
Committee who took up our
call and stood against this nom-
ination, citizenship has finally
been removed from his port-
folio. Commission President
Juncker decided to add citi-
zenship under the responsibil-
ity of Dimitris Avramopoulos,
European Commissioner for
Migration and Home Affairs.

European s
Clvic Fnrum
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Hungary: a shrinking

civic space - a dilemma

for Europe? Civil

society organisations,
philanthropists &
policymakers (inter-act) to
get to the heart of matter

In the follow-up to the mobi-
lisation against the designa-
tion of Hungarian Commis-
sioner for citizenship, the ECF
participated, together with
CIVICUS and the European

Alternatives, in a discussion
hosted on 6th November by

the European Foundation
Center on the state of de-
mocracy and civic space in
Hungary, a few weeks after
police raids against Norwe-
gian funded NGOs in Hungary
orchestrated by Victor Orban’s
government. The recent de-
velopments which have been
reported in Hungary risk vio-

lating basic human rights
such as right to liberty, free-
dom of association, freedom
of expression and information
as well as freedom of the
press and wider media, and
are becoming increasingly
alarming.



BWAT: From 27 to 30 November, the European Civic Forum ‘occu-
pied’ the Europe square at the European Education fair in Paris, a
major event bringing more than 500,000 visitors each year. In part-
nership with a young collective of architects, [Collectif Parenthese],
the ECF created, a "box for thought”, inviting your people to question
their role in society, how they see the future and how they can
remodel public space(s). On, in and around interactive and (inter)
changeable installations, all meant to be recycled at the end of
the event, participants spoke out, painted, remodelled and gained
ownership of the space created.

Enabling Civic Participation

Via its European Democratic Citizenship Awards
launched in March 2014, the ECF aims to celebrate
civic engagement, to connect and give visibility to
civic initiatives striving to improve the lives of our
communities in terms of democracy, social justice
and access to rights.

This first edition of the awards was a success, more
than 10 000 votes were casted on line between to
decide which campaign, NGO, personality and citizen
media to reward for their innovative approach to dem-
ocratic citizenship. The Awards ceremony was hosted
by the Strasbourg City Council on 3 May, with the
participation of the Mayor of Strasbourg, Roland Ries,
of MEP Catherine Trautmann and Nawel Rafik-Elmrini,
Deputy Mayor responsible for citizenship.

Alongside the Awards’ ceremony, winners and ECF
members were invited to take part in the Open Doors
Day, in the European Parliament in Strasbourg. This
moment notably saw a debate between MEP candi-
dates for EP elections Marie-Christine Vergiat (GUE/

Annual Report | 2014 Europeangp
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the [aureates

NGO of the Year:

Goteo, an open source social
network for crowdfunding

as well as distributed colla-
boration for encouraging the
independent development of
creative and innovative initia-
tives, which contribute to the
Commons.
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Campaign of the Year:

Right2Water, the first Euro-
pean Citizens' Initiative suc-
cessful in engaging a hearing
in the European Parliament,
with a total of 1,884,790 signa-
tures.

Pedro Santos & Jodo
Labrincha. These young
Portuguese are protago-
nists in the documentary
“Dreamocracy” and also
initiators of the Citizenship
Academy in Portugal.

NGL), Catherine Trautmann
(S&D) and Quentin Dickinson
(ALDE), accessible to all visitors
of the European Parliament. Both
candidates were given the op-
portunity to confront their views
and thoughts on the kind of pro-
ject they want for the Europe-
an society, whilst the audience
could raise key questions about
the upcoming elections.

(itizen Media of the Year:

Europe’s Café. To enhance the
feeling of ownership of Europe
by its citizens, this blog func-
tions on an inclusive and par-
ticipative content production,
using the media support avai-
lable that varies from articles
to videos and podcasts.



ECF at Sabir festival
in Lampedusa:

an opportunity

for Mediterranean
collaboration on matters
of citizenship in the
context of migration -
2-6 October 2014

|1 7 s

100 afscciations and NGOs in 28 countries

Locall Nationa! and Eurcpean Level

EQUALITY,
SOLIDARITY,
DEMOCRAC

FOR E U"J‘P =

On 3 October 2013, 368 migrants drowned only
200 meters off the coast of Lampedusa. There had
been similar shipwrecks before. They continue to
occur. These dramatic events have had a loud echo
on both sides of the Mediterranean, revealing the
malfunctions on both sides and the necessary im-
provements which need to be sought for the future.
Military intervention will not provide a long-term
response. The issues need to be tackled at the roots.

-

On this basis, the ECF Board members met in
Lampedusa during Sabir festival organised by
our Italian member ARCI, bringing together over
400 representatives and activists from civil society
organisations and grassroots all over the Mediter-
ranean area, to debates organised around three
thematic workshop's.
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The first, co-organised by ARCI and ECF,
challenged our understanding of democra-
cy. All opinions expressed converged to say
that “real democracy” should be anchored
to social reality. The second workshop dealt
with the question of commons and how
defining commons and common elements
can help us in finding the appropriate solu-
tions, taking into account all stakeholders,
to overcome the problems we will all end
up having to resolve. Finally, the third work-
shop, entitled “Dignity”, put those questions
in a real context, namely the necessity to
ensure a hopeful future for younger gen-
erations (the ones migrating and victims)
struggling through the disasters caused by
bad crisis management.

Participants had the opportunity to ex-
change views with representatives of the
Italian EU Presidency, with EU leaders such
as the EP president Martin Schulz and the
High Representative of the Union for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica
Mogherini, present during a press confer-
ence on 3 October.

European®) Annual Report | 2014

Pushing for a real civil dialogue within
civil society and with the institutions

In line with its commitment to pro-
mote a real civil dialogue between civil
society organisations and the Euro-
pean institutions, the European Civic
Forum, together with its colleagues
from EYCA Steering Committee met
European Parliament President, Mar-
tin Schulz on 3 April 2014. During one

hour discussion on EYCA policy rec-
ommendations and civil society vision
for Europe, Mr. Schulz admitted that
“Europe can no longer survive without
a social pillar” pledging support to the
‘integration of civil society organisa-
tions in a dialogue process with the
European Parliament”.



As every year since 2009, together with
the European Economic and Social Com-
mittee Liaison Group, the European Civ-
ic Forum took an active part in the Civil
Society Day (18 March 2014), under the
motto: Beyond Agendas and Manifestos
- What Europe for us? This year, the focus
was on peoples’ expectations about Euro-
pean citizenship, considered in its three
dimensions (social, economic and civic).
In order to explore more in details the three
elements composing the European citi-
zenship, three workshops were organised:

e An economy for Europe, not a Europe
for the economy;

e A social Europe for the citizens;

e An active European citizenship.

As ECF Vice-President and EESC member
Cristian Pirvulescu reported it in an Action
Plan for Europe, civil society need to set
out the grounds for rethinking European
governance arrangements, while Dominig-
ue Guibert (Ligue des Droits de 'lHomme)

underlined the urgency for European and
national policy-makers to draw the con-
sequences of the failure of the Lisbon
Treaty and introduce concrete measures
to narrow the democratic gap between
institutions and citizens.

After successful two years of in-depth re-
flection and a set of 80 recommendations

Euronean
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targeted at European policy-makers,
the EYCA gave the floor to Civil Society
Europe — the European Coordination of
Organised Civil Society. Major European
Networks of Associations joined forces
to create Civil Society Europe, a perma-
nent space for horizontal exchanges and
a strong voice advocating for paradigm
shift to restore and promote the values

European®) Annual Report | 2014

of equality, solidarity, democracy and in-
clusiveness among EU Member States
and its people.

Civil Society aims to provide a common
and permanent space to share experi-
ence and knowledge, scale up campaigns
and other forms of collective action and
strengthen the capacity of its members
to connect people in the diversity of their

democratic forms of expression to act
for change around our shared values.
Gathered around this collective vision, 30
supportive networks met during a meet-
ing in Rome on 16 December 2014, in the
frame of a conference jointly organised
by the EYCA and the Council of Europe-
an Municipalities and Regions (CEMR):
“Citizen in my city, Citizen in Europe”. This
conference notably brought together 300
mayors, leaders and representatives of
civil society organisations, exploring so
the possibilities of a common dialogue
and debating about active citizenship.



Financial
Report

EXPENDITURE

Staff costs 148 687,71 €

General expenditure, rental,
printing and publishing 164 837,31 €

Conferences,
seminars, workshops 114 246,83 €

Total expenditure 427 771,85 €

ACCOUNTING RESULT

INCOME

EU Grants (European

Commission) 330 516,51 €
Self-financing
(membership fees) 2 060,0 €

Contribution by
member organisations 65 300,00 €

Other contributions (private
partnership & foundations) 29 500,00 €

Total income 427 376,73 €
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General Assembly

The European Civic Forum is
governed by the General Assembly
(GA) of its members, which meets
once a year and takes statutory
decisions.

Board of Directors

Currently composed of 27 member
organisations from 15 European
countries, the ECF Board is
responsible for implementing the
GA decisions, for defining the overall
strategy and the activities to run.

Steering Committee

Mainly insures the political representation of the network.

President:

Jean-Marc Roirant
(La Ligue de 'Enseignement, France)

Vice-presidents:

Raffaella Bolini (ARCI, Italy),

Oonagh Aitken (Community Service
Volunteers, UK), Jan Robert Suesser
(Ligue des Droits de I'Homme,
France), Cristian Pirvulescu (Asociatia
Pro Democratia, Romania)

Members:

Paul Smits (AEGEE, Belgium),
Goran Forbici (CNVOS, Slovenia)

Secretariat:
Implements the work programme

Director: Alexandrina Najmowicz
Network officer: Vladimir Sestovic
Policy officer: Claudia Mc Kenny
Engstrom
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Member Organisations

Academia Cidada — Portugal

Action pour le développement intégré et la
formation (ADIF) — France

Association européenne de I'éducation
(AEDE) - Europe

Association européenne de I'éducation
(AEDE) - France

Association européenne pour la défense
des droits de 'Homme (AEDH) — Europe

Association des Etats Généraux des Etu-
diants en Europe (AEGEE) — Europe

Athens network of collaborating experts
(ANCE) — Greece

Animafac — France
Anne Frank’s House — Netherlands
ANO pro Evropu — Czech Republic

ARCI associazione di promozione sociale
- ltaly

European
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Asociace NNO v Ceske Republice — Czech
Republic

Asociace Obcanskych Poraden — Czech
Republic

Asociatia Pro Democratia — Romania
Association Lyon 3 — France

Association des Etudiants Africains d’Avi-
gnon — France

Association des Etudiants Burkinabés de
France — France

Association des Etudiants de Moldavie en
France — France

Association des Etudiants Tamouls de
France — France

Association for Civil Society Development
(SMART) - Croatia

Association for Democratic Initiatives
(ADI) = FYROM

ATD- Quart Monde - France

Autour du Monde - France
Babel International
CAP Magellan — Portugal

Centre de Recherches et d’Etudes poli-
tiques (CREP) - Belgium

Centre for Information, Service, Co-opera-
tion and Development of NGOs (CNVOS)
— Slovenia

Centrum Edukacji Obywatelskiej - Poland

Centrum pre Europsku politiku (CEP) -
Slovaquie

Civisme et Démocratie (CIDEM) — France

Club International des Jeunes a Paris
(CIJP) = France

CIPSI (Coordinamento di Iniziative Popola-
ri di Solidarieta Internazionale) — Italy

Citizens Union Paremvassi — Greece
Civic Alliance - Latvia



CIVICA (Association d'élus Portugais, Lu-
so-Frangais et Européens de France) -
France

Conseil des Mariannes de la République
(CMR) - France

Colcréa Paris — France
COM'Inn = France

Community Development Institute (CDI) —
FYROM

Confédération des Maisons des Jeunes et
de la Culture de France - France

Confédération nationale des Junior Entre-
prises Paris — France

Contact 2103 — Europe

Community Service volunteers (CSV) -
United Kingdom

Culture et Liberté — France
Democracy International — Germany

Dévorateurs d’Espace — France
Documenta — Spain

Association d'étudiants francophones
(EFPOLIT) - Slovaquie

Equiterre — France

Erasmus Student Network Nancy —
France

Erasmus Student Network Toulouse —
France

EUROCLIO - Europe

Eurofil Paris — France

Europa Haz — Hungary

Europa Production Nantes — France
Europe Etudiant — France

European Centre “SN7” — FYROM

European Civic Education Foundation —

Hungary
European Development Centre — Italy

European Institute Foundation — Bulgaria
European Social Forum — Cyprus
Fondation pour la solidarité — Belgium

Forum permanent de la société civile
européenne — Belgique

Fundacion CIVES — Spain

Fundatia pentru Dezvoltarea Societatii
Civile — Romania

Genepi Paris — France
GONG - Croatia
GSI - Italy

Global youth action network (GYAN) —
France

Initiative for Development and Coopera-
tion (IDC) — Serbia

Initiative and Referendum Institute Europe
(IRI-Europe) — Germany
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Initiative for Social Change (InSoc) — FY-
ROM

Institute of Public Affairs (IPA) — Poland
Jaan Tonisson Institute — Estonia

Les Jeunes européens — France
Johannes Mihkelson Centre — Estonia
Jeunesse au plein air (JPA) - France
Kesalukioseura ky — Finland

La Liga Espafiola de la Educaciony la
Cultura Popular — Spain

La Ligue de I'Enseignement — France

La Ligue Luxembourgeoise de I'enseigne-
ment — Luxembourg

Lato Sensu — France
Legambiente — Italy
Les Francas — France

Ligue des Droits de 'Homme (LDH) -
France

European®) Annual Report | 2014

Mouvement Rural de Jeunesse Chré-
tienne (MRJC) - France

Linterloque — France

Movimient Laic i Progressista — Spain
Netwerk Democratie — Netherlands
New Europeans — United Kingdom

Non-Governmental Organisations Infor-
mation & Support centre (NISC) — Lithu-
ania

Nyt Europe/ Global citizen — Denmark
Obcan a demokracia — Slovakia

Parlement Européen des Jeunes (PEJ) —
France

Legal information centre for NGOs (PIC)
- Slovenia

Roma Democratic Development Associa-
tion (SONCE) - FYROM

Rouages — France

Rural Youth Union — Poland
Sorbonne La Géorgie — France

TERA- Maison de I'Europe de la Charente
— France

The Women's Centre — United Kingdom
Visions d'Europe — France
Youth Work Ireland - Ireland



This project has been funded with support from the European Commission.
This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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