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Message
from the President

Dear Friends,

We celebrated in 2015 10 years since the 
creation of the European Civic Forum in the 
Council of Europe in Strasbourg in December 
2005. What does a decade mean to us? For 
the European Civic Forum and its members, 
10 years symbolise the birth of a new form 
of civic participation. 10 years of debates, 
petitions, campaigns, alliance building to de-
velop civic space, enable participation and 
build civil dialogue. 10 years of attempts to 
bring about citizens’ voice in the European 
public sphere.

During these 10 years, the ECF strived to en-
gage civil society and institutional partners 
in continuous discussions to envision a Eu-
ropean democracy delivering on the promise 
of solidarity between people and states, of 
equal access to fundamental rights for all.

Now that a decade has passed, it is right 
time to draw a first report. While notions like 
democratic deficit and citizens’ participation 
gained permanent seat in the institutional dis-
course and communication, especially since 

the entry into force of the Lisbon treaty, yet 
not much progress has been done in practice 
to give civil society organizations real voice in 
policy making and taking important political 
decisions for the future of Europe.

Moreover, we witness a worrying crackdown 
on civil and individual liberties across some 
EU member states. From Hungary to Spain, 
the freedom of expression and assembly 
has been systematically undermined by 
democratically elected governments. This 
escalation of measures led to recently 
speaking about “Illiberal democracies”. But 
while the EU remains silent with respect to 
the defence of European values, regressive 
forces gain growing audience across Eu-
rope, with the risk in the long run to seriously 
undermine attempts to build solidarity and 
trust in a common future.

In this context, the time has definitely come 
for us, civil society, to deeply enquire our ca-
pacity to channel this democratic frustration 
into positive action. At the local and national 
level, all across Europe, our associations and 
NGOs give every day practical meaning and 

substance to the values we defend, be it by 
promoting civic education and access to 
Human rights or by massively mobilizing to 
deal with the refugee’s flaw.

At the European level, we helped creating a 
new space for collective thinking and acting, 
called Civil Society Europe. We hope this 
space will contribute to scale up grassroots 
initiatives and efforts, shape a common un-
derstanding of the challenges we face. We 
trust this space could impulse collective 
action to promote Solidarity, Equality, Inclu-
siveness and Democracy as governing prin-
ciples for our societies. And ultimately, we 
want this collective dynamic to change the 
balance and make institutions finally realize 
our priorities are their priorities!
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About us

Who are we?
The European Civic Forum (ECF) is 
a transnational network that brings 
together over 100 associations and 
NGOs across Europe active in various 
fields such as education to citizenship 
and democracy, culture, defence of 
Human rights, environment protection, 
development cooperation or support to 
NGO environment. We strive to foster 
civic engagement, thus contributing to 
the emergence of a European public 
sphere where the role and influence 
of civil society are fully recognized.

What we stand for?
Since its creation in 2005, the European 
Civic Forum has been particularly work-
ing to:

1. Enable civic participation through citi-
zens’ associations and movements for 
a Europe grounded on Equality, Soli-
darity and Democracy that guarantees 
effective access to rights for all;

2. Support the structuring of European 
civil society movement through alli-
ance building, collective thinking and 
joint campaigning for the common 
good ;

3. Fight for the institutional recognition 
of civil society role and contribution 
through the setting up of a genuine 
European civil dialogue.
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The Network’s life in 2015 
Two organisations joined the network

A Praça (To the Square) is a Portuguese 
organisation born in Porto in 2013. Its 
primary goal is to stimulate the thinking 
and the practices around a transversal 
view of art, science, citizenship and tech-
nology, with the objective of working the 
sustainable development of communities. 
Beyond the cultural and artistic focus, A 
Praça developed a project to empower 
populations and territories called MIPA 
(Museum of Citizenship, Democracy and 
Participation).

ANACEJ, a French-based network of 
associations created in 1991, aims at 
promoting youth participation in poli-
cy-making processes and foster the di-
alogue between them and local elected 

representatives. They are also active in 
raising communities and local councils’ 
awareness about youth participation and 
the tools to support it.

Alliance building & networking

In 2015, the ECF joined CIVICUS - the 
World Alliance for Citizens’ Participation 
and contributed to the creation of Civil So-
ciety Europe - the European Coordination 
of Civil Society Organisations.
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Our key  
activities and 
achievements  
in 2015



7Annual Report | 2015

PROTECTING A SHRINKING 
CIVIC SPACE IN EUROPE

In the past five years people across the EU have seen large scale attacks on social and cultural 
rights, discrimination, attacks and violence against minorities, mass surveillance and challenges 
to democratic rights. Of particular concern have been the on-going threats to democratic rights 
in Hungary, or the UK’s mass surveillance programmes, anti-protest laws enacted in Spain, and 
the forced eviction of Roma in Bulgaria and France and more recently the Polish government’s 
moves against media freedom and judicial independence.

In this context, the ECF joined forces with other organisations such as European Alternatives, the 
European Cultural Foundation and CIVICUS, to monitor and raise awareness on current trends and 
threats to European civic space and democratic values.

A Europe of Rights and Values.  
Seminar in Budapest 
The ECF co-organised, together with 
European Alternatives and the Hungarian 
Europe Society, a debate on 16 October in 
Budapest to hear views and express opin-
ions on the issue of illiberal democracies, on 
the decline in the protection of fundamental 
rights, the weakening power of the rule of 
law and the deterioration in the functioning 
of constitutional check and balances in the 
political settings of some EU Member States.

More than 60 participants, Hungarian Human 
Rights’ activists, but also several European 
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NGOs’ representatives, discussed how 
civil society can react to the attacks on 
fundamental values, human rights and civil 
freedoms and how to build a Europe that 
respects these values.

When the old is failing and  
the new strives to arise: ECF celebrates 
10 Years in the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg! 
Since La Rochelle in 2008, the ECF is or-
ganising its “European Civic Days”, pro-
viding space for stimulating, open and 
critical debates between civic, academic 
and political actors. In seven years, more 
than 2 000 participants joined these events, 
which contribute not only to bringing the 
European debate to national and local lev-
el and reach out to people often remote 
from current European agendas, but also 
to give voice to grassroots initiatives and 
concerns and bring them to the attention 
of the European leaders. 
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The European project through  
the solidarity lens 

The 2015 edition was exceptionally held 
in Strasbourg to celebrate ten years since 
the creation of the European Civic Forum 
in the Council of Europe. It gave the oppor-
tunity to gather more than 150 civil society 
actors, scholars, representatives of insti-
tutions and media from all across Europe 
to take stock of political, institutional and 
social challenges facing Europe in the 
last decade and envision ways forward 
towards a renewal of the European project 
around core values of Equality, Solidarity 
and Democracy, which are also in the 
heart of ECF vision. The recent events in 
Europe showed that local, regional and 
national challenges are intimately linked 
with European issues and that a European 
collective answer can be brought.

Given the different levels at which crises 
are emerging, the organisers wanted to 
build a programme which would make 

the link between the grassroots (citizens) 
and politics, through four dimensions: 
Collaborative societies; connected soci-
eties; sustainable societies and inclusive 
societies. The discussions held on these 
days translated civil society’s legitimacy 
to create a dialogue with decision-makers 
and to raise its voice whenever European 
founding values are hustled.

Activizenship#2:  
values, democracy, citizenship  
The second issue of 
Activizenship was released 
following the European Civic 
Days held in Strasbourg in 
October 2015. In the continu-
ity of the recent developments 
about fundamental rights and 
civic space in Europe, this 
second number focuses on 
the Hungarian case and the 
raise of Illiberal Democracy, 

“branded” by Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban. This new issue also tries to 
focus on civil society’s role in promoting 
common European values, as an answer 
to the regressive forces currently gaining 
strength. In both their action-oriented and 
advocacy-oriented capacity, they contrib-
ute to keeping our societies inclusive and 
democratic. When their critical role is dis-
regarded, denied or threatened, the whole 
democratic space is shrinking, both at EU 
and national levels. The last chapter of 
Activizenship #2 gives the voice to activ-

ists and NGOs working on the 
ground on a daily basis.

This Activizenship issue fea-
tures a few pages of Com-
icsForEquality previews. This 
project has been awarded Me-
dia Initiative of the Year within 
the last European Democratic 
Citizenship Awards organised 
by the European Civic Forum.
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Access to rights for all: Solidarity beyond 
borders (Thessaloniki, 21-22/11)  
Since 2014, major European Civic Forum 
members have actively advocated for a 
more human approach towards the ref-
ugee crisis and the massive influx of mi-
grants and refugees in Europe. Too often, 
Member States have taken narrow meas-
ures, or even discriminatory ones, while 
the European Commission remained pow-
erless to counter the general xenophobic, 
anti-refugee rhetoric. 

Following the fruitful discussions in 
Strasbourg and the call to action, launched 
notably by Croatian, Serbian, Greek and 
Italian NGOs, the European Civic Forum 
participated and supported a self-organised 
forum on the Refugee crisis in Thessaloniki, 
together with European Alternatives and 
several grassroots organisations from the 
Balkans.  

This meeting was notably the starting point 
of an EU-wide assembly of activists and 

NGOs, working on migration and asylum-re-
lated issues. Beyond the political reflection 
conducted during these days, participants 
had also the opportunity to visit the Greek-

Macedonian border, in Eidomeni, a highly 
symbolical and flammable checkpoint 
for thousands of refugees arriving from 
Afghanistan, Irak, Syria and other countries.



11Annual Report | 2015

European Democratic Citizenship Awards
After a successful launch in 2014, which 
saw GOTEO funding, Europe’s Café, 
Right2Water and the founding members 
of Academia Cidadã being nominated 
laureates of the first edition, the 2015 
European Democratic Citizenship Awards 
marked ECF tenth anniversary. 

These Awards reward outstanding initia-
tives and civil society stakeholders, who 
bring in a real democratic citizenship 
with an innovative dimension and with 
a concrete impact on their communities’ 
life, be it at the local, regional, national 
or European level. The 2016 edition was 

organised in partnership with the Council 
of Europe, ARTE and the Association of 
European Journalists. 

After the selection process by an interna-
tional Jury and online public voting which 
triggered nearly 10 000 voices, four in-
itiatives have been rewarded with ECF 
Prize, for their struggle to give a concrete 
meaning to European values, to create 
ownership of the public space and to im-
prove the lives of their communities in 
terms of democracy, social justice and 
universal access to rights.

BUILDING INNOVATIVE 
CHANNELS FOR CITIZENS’ 
PARTICIPATION 

Citizens’ participation to political, economic, social and cultural life is crucial to ensure a healthy 
functioning of our democratic societies. Civic resilience and capacity to stand up against re-
gressive trends is crucial to oppose the systematic erosion of our democracy. Alongside free 
and independent media, civic organizations and movements represent an essential actor for 
democratic checks and balances. The emergence of massive social movements, calling for the 
access to rights urges us to broaden the perspective on citizens’ involvement in direct democracy 
beyond the sole “institutional” actions. We therefore aim at thinking about the relations between 
these movements and organised civil society; a strong ambition yet to come.
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Check out  
the laureates

NGO of the Year: 
Youthnet Hellas is a non-go-
vernmental organisation 
based in Greece aims to 
engage young people at diffe-
rent levels through innovative 
activities. It aims to promote 
young people’s active partici-
pation, information, social in-
clusion and active citizenship 
in community life.

Campaign of the Year:
The 100 thousand against 
the internet tax was a cam-
paign launched to prevent the 
Hungarian government from 
implementing a proposed 
internet-tax. 

Personality of the Year:
Marsida Bandili is currently 
a PhD Researcher at the 
University of Antwerp, Belgium 
and a youth activist. She was 
awarded an Erasmus Mundus 
Scholarship.

Citizen Media of the Year:
Comics for Equality project is 
based on the need to promote 
the development of a Euro-
pean society based on respect 
for fundamental human rights, 
and to fight against racism, 
xenophobia and other related 
forms of intolerance.
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Improving citizens’ participation  
through existing tools:  
the European Citizens’ Initiative  
The European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) is 
the world’s first tool for a transnational 
participatory and digital democracy. Intro-
duced by the Lisbon Treaty in 2009 and 
officially running since 2012, the ECI aims 
at increasing citizen participation in the EU 
and make its institutions more responsive 
to citizens’ aspirations. Originally expected 
as an important change-driver, the ECI has 
however lost its attraction, notably because 
of the reduced number of successful initia-
tives, its administrative complexity and the 
weak feedback and legislative proposals 
following successful initiatives. 

Aware of the multiple obstacles to imple-
ment an efficient tool, multiple NGOs and 
activists called the European Commis-
sion, the European Parliament and the EU 
Council to legislate towards a simpler tool, 

more user-friendly and more accessible. 
Citizens’ Initiative campaign led by ECF 
network members invited several insti-
tutional participants to meet civil society 
organisations and discuss the means to 
improve and simplify the ECI, but also to 
raise awareness about its potential in terms 
of citizens’ participation. The conference 
“The European Citizens’ Initiative and the 
promise of participatory democracy” was 

organised on 16 June in the EU Council 
premises. The ECF particularly highlight-
ed the need to deliver on the promise of 
participatory democracy, both in terms of 
accessibility of this tool (i.e. need for simpli-
fication) and political response translated 
into legislative change, as frustration not 
only contributes to a decline in the use of 
the tool, but even more importantly, fuels 
mistrust in the EU.
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Learning from Community Building  
ECF Board members met in Lisbon 
alongside a community building work-
shop organised by ECF Portuguese 
member, Academia Cidadã. The theme 
of the workshop – Building communities 
– was meant at analysing the different 
participation techniques emerging from 
self-organised citizens as a response to 
tough austerity measures that hit the EU 
in recent years.

Austerity measures across the EU have 
eroded economic and social rights. Citi-
zens and groups have responded to this by 
re-connecting with their communities and 
resisting collectively the closing of public 
facilities, while providing support to com-
munity members’ cut-off from social pro-
tection. The success of community actions 
around issues such as healthcare, public 
libraries, and food distribution have created 
opportunities for developing broader cam-
paigns with the support of a wide range 

of community actors, as well as providing 
learning opportunities in building grass-
roots activist bases and in developing com-
munity driven citizen rights campaigns. 

This session focused on how to use com-
munity building and participation tech-
niques to respond to the retrenchment of 
rights and create networks of solidarity, 
while also looking forward to how to take 
community initiatives to national and trans-
national actions.
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Launching Civil Society Europe, a platform 
for a horizontal civil dialogue  
Given the positive experiences of the co-
ordination of the European Year of Citi-
zens and the lack of a really efficient civil 
dialogue at EU-level as stipulated in the 
Lisbon-Treaty, major European networks 
of NGOs came together and created Civil 
Society Europe – European Coordination 
of Civil Society Organisations, officially 
launched within a press conference in the 
European Parliament in February 2015, 
hosted by EP Vice-President in charge 
of citizenship, Sylvie Guillaume. This new 

coordination intends to be at European 
level a legitimate and representative 
platform of civil society organisations 
defending the values we claim and to put 
them back at the heart of the European 
project. Aspirations for change are sub-
stantial of Civil Society Europe work. 

Civil Society Europe is determined to gain 
a permanent seat at the table of civil dia-
logue, to make sure the voice of civic as-
sociations and movements is heard, along-
side the voice of the social partners and 
corporate interests. Civil Society Europe 
just opened the door for this civil dialogue. 

ADVOCATING FOR AN  
OPEN AND TRANSPARENT 
CIVIL DIALOGUE  

By mobilising civil society collectively, cross-sectorally and transnationally, by showing construc-
tive criticism to current  institutional policies and frameworks, the ECF is making the case for 
the crucial role civil society organisations and citizens can play in the European democratic life.

The ECF strives to engage civil society and institutions in continuous discussion to envision a 
European democracy delivering on the promise of solidarity between people and states, of equal 
access to fundamental rights for all.
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European institutions are now expect-
ed to cross the threshold and start the 
conversation.

The European Civic Forum dedicated 
significant working time of its staff and 
Board members in the launch and es-
tablishment of this structure, as well as 
financial resources in the organisation of 
meetings (hire of facilities, interpretation 
etc.).

We want more social justice, we want a 

genuine European democracy and fair access 

for fundamental rights for all.
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Implementing Article 11 of the Lisbon 
Treaty: the Riga roadmap 
As part of the EESC Liaison Group, the 
ECF took part in Latvian Presidency 
NGO Forum “Create Europe. Our 
Opinion has power” organised in Riga 
on 2-3 March 2015. It gathered about 
250 people representing NGOs, policy 
and decision-makers, opinion leaders 
and experts, including EEA Countries. 
ECF participated in this framework, at 
the drafting process of the conference 
background document: Roadmap for 
the implementation of Article 11(1) and 
11(2) TEU Towards better EU Civil dia-
logue and involvement of citizens for 
better policy-making.

The ECF organised its annual General 
Assembly alongside this event along-
side the NGO Forum, as a way to keep 

up with the dynamic of mobilising civil 
society during the EU Presidencies, ini-
tiated by the ECF in 2008 when the first 
NGO Forum was held in La Rochelle, 
France, during French EU Presidency.  
A new Board and Steering Committee 
was elected, while open forum dis-
cussion time has been dedicated to 
reinforces members’ cooperation and 
capacity building. Members also took 
this opportunity to look back to key 
achievements in ten years since the 
creation of ECF and draw a roadmap 
for the future.
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Financial  
Report

ECF contribution to the public 
consultation on EU Citizenship:  
Share your opinion on our common values, 
rights and democratic participation  
The ECF welcomes the advances intro-
duced by the Lisbon treaty concerning EU 
citizenship and fundamental rights, with 
particular regards to the reinforcement 
of democratic representation and partic-
ipation (article 10 and 11 TEU) and to the 
provisions for monitoring implementation 
of these rights through mechanisms such 
as the EU Citizenship report (art. 25 TFUE). 
Nevertheless, a lot of progress can be made 
regarding effective implementation of the 
Treaty provisions and is still expected by 
civil society both in terms of better policies 
and better use of democratic mechanisms 
designed to shape those policies, including 
civil society participation in this process. 

EU citizenship should not be confined to 
an “individual mobility rights” approach but 
should have a strong concrete content with 
a value-based dimension so as to tackle 
the Europeans’ sense of ownership and 
belonging to a common European future. 
This vision calls for all stakeholders, from 
European Institutions and Member States 
to Citizens and Civil Society Organisations 
to envision citizenship as a broad concept 
not limited to a legal status composed of 
mobility or voting rights, but encompass-
ing social inclusion, active participation in 
civic, community and political life. 

For us, citizenship should become a 
cross-cutting dimension of European pol-
icies and a key priority in all areas of the 
Union’s action, by means of:

– measuring the social and environ-
mental impact of all EU policies and 
legislation,

– giving civil society the opportunity to 
voice concerns about those policies 
and the extent to which they reflect the 
EU founding values,

– taking these into account when dis-
cussing political strategies, framing pol-
icy proposals, implementing policies.
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Financial  
Report

EXPENDITURE
Staff costs 162 433,12 €

General expenditure, rental,  
printing and publishing 54 719,40 €

Conferences,  
seminars, workshops 79 826,86 €

Miscellaneous 45 972 €

Total expenditure 342 951,38 €

INCOME
Public subsidies  
(EU, national and local) 246 220 €

Self-financing  
(membership fees) 7 800,0 €

Contribution by  
member organisations 64 700,00 €

Other contributions (private  
partnership & foundations) 25 450,61 €

Total income 344 170,61 €

ACCOUNTING RESULT   1 219,23 €
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Internal 
Governance 

Structure
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Steering Committee
Mainly insures the political representation of the network.

Head Office
Implements the work programme

General Assembly
The European Civic 
Forum is governed by 
the General Assembly 
(GA) of its members, 
which meets once 
a year and takes 
statutory decisions.

Board of Directors
Currently composed 
of 27 member 
organisations 
from 15 European 
countries, the ECF 
Board is responsible 
for implementing 
the GA decisions, for 
defining the overall 
strategy and the 
activities to run.

President:
Jean-Marc Roirant  
La Ligue de l’Enseignement 
France

Members:
Paul Smits 
AEGEE-Europe, Belgium

Goran Forbici 
CNVOS – Center for information 
service, co-operation and  
development of NGOs, Slovenia

Vice-presidents:
Raffaella Bolini 
ARCI, Italy

Jan Robert Suesser 
Ligue des Droits de l’Homme, France

Oonagh Aitken 
Community Service Volunteers, UK

Cristian Pîrvulescu 
Asociația Pro Democrația, România)

Director 
Alexandrina 
Najmowicz

Advocacy Officer 
Valentin Dupouey- 
Sterdyniak

Network development and 
communication officer 
Vladimir Sestovic



22 Annual Report | 2015

Member Organisations
• Academia Cidadã – Portugal 
• Action pour le développement intégré 

et la formation (ADIF) – France 
• Association européenne de l’éducation 

(AEDE) – Europe 
• Association européenne pour la 

défense des droits de l’Homme (AEDH) 
– Europe 

• Association des Etats Généraux des 
Etudiants en Europe (AEGEE) – Europe 

• Athens network of collaborating 
experts (ANCE) – Greece 

• Animafac (+25 organisations) – France
• Anne Frank’s House – Netherlands 
• ANO pro Evropu – Czech Republic 
• ARCI associazione di promozione 

sociale – Italy 
• Asociace NNO v Ceske Republice – 

Czech Republic 
• Asociace Občanskych Poraden – 

Czech Republic 
• Asociatia Pro Democratia – Romania 
• Association for Civil Society 

Development (SMART) – Croatia 
• Association for Democratic Initiatives 

(ADI) – FYROM 
• ATD- Quart Monde – France 
• A Praça – Portugal 
• ANACEJ – France
• CAP Magellan – Portugal 

• Centre for Information, Service, Co-
operation and Development of NGOs 
(CNVOS) Slovenia 

• Centrum Edukacji Obywatelskiej - 
Poland

• Centrum pre Europsku politiku (CEP) – 
Slovaquie 

• Civisme et Démocratie (CIDEM) – 
France 

• CIPSI (Coordinamento di Iniziative 
Popolari di Solidarieta Internazionale) 
– Italy 

• Citizens Union Paremvassi – Greece 
• Civic Alliance – Latvia 
• CIVICA (Association d’élus Portugais, 

Luso-Français et Européens de France) 
– France 

• Conseil des Mariannes de la 
République (CMR) – France 

• Community Development Institute 
(CDI) – FYROM 

• Confédération des Maisons des Jeunes 
et de la Culture de France – France 

• Contact 2103 – Europe 
• Culture et Liberté – France 
• Democracy International – Germany 
• Documenta – Spain 
• Association d’étudiants francophones 

(EFPOLIT) – Slovaquie 
• EUROCLIO – Europe 
• Europa Haz – Hungary 
• European Centre “SN7” – FYROM 

• European Civic Education Foundation 
– Hungary 

• European Development Centre – Italy 
• European Institute Foundation – 

Bulgaria 
• European Social Forum – Cyprus 
• Fondation pour la solidarité – Belgium 
• Forum permanent de la société civile 

européenne – Belgique 
• Fundacion CIVES – Spain 
• Fundatia pentru Dezvoltarea Societatii 

Civile – Romania 
• GONG – Croatia 
• Gruppi Solidarieta Internazionale - GSI 

- Italy
• Initiative for Development and 

Cooperation (IDC) – Serbia 
• Initiative and Referendum Institute 

Europe (IRI-Europe) – Germany 
• Initiative for Social Change (InSoc) – 

FYROM 
• Institute of Public Affairs (IPA) – 

Poland 
• Jaan Tonisson Institute – Estonia
• Les Jeunes européens – France 
• Johannes Mihkelson Centre – Estonia 
• Jeunesse au plein air (JPA) – France 
• Kesalukioseura ky – Finland 
• La Liga Española de la Educación y la 

Cultura Popular – Spain 
• La Ligue de l’Enseignement – France 

• La Ligue Luxembourgeoise de 
l’enseignement – Luxembourg 

• Legambiente – Italy 
• Les Francas – France 
• Ligue des Droits de l’Homme (LDH) – 

France 
• Mouvement Rural de Jeunesse 

Chrétienne (MRJC) – France 
• L’interloque – France 
• Movimient Laic i Progressista – Spain 
• Netwerk Democratie – Netherlands 
• New Europeans – United Kingdom
• Non-Governmental Organisations 

Information & Support centre (NISC) – 
Lithuania 

• Nyt Europa/ Global citizen – Denmark 
• Obcan a demokracia – Slovakia 
• Legal information centre for NGOs 

(PIC) – Slovenia 
• Roma Democratic Development 

Association (SONCE) – FYROM 
• Rural Youth Union – Poland 
• TERA- Maison de l’Europe de la 

Charente – France 
• The Women’s Centre – United Kingdom 
• Volunteering Matters – United 

Kingdom 
• Youth Work Ireland – Ireland 
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The European Civic Forum acknowledges the financial support by the  
European Commission under the “Europe for Citizens” Programme operating grants.

This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be 
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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