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Dear members and friends,

2019 was an important year for the 
European Union, marked by national and 
European electoral campaigns where 
we could witness worrying regressive 
forces standing more and more vocally 
for nationalist and identitarian closures, 
while “mainstream progressives” seemed 
completely off the mark in taking good 
stock of the reality in Europe today…

The European elections, in spite of gaining 
a little bit more transnational traction, have 
once more put the terms of the debate as 
a dilemma between “more or less Europe”, 
narrowing down the fault lines between 
“liberal and illiberal” approaches of the 
European project. For us, limiting the debate 
to a confrontation between “populists” 
(in fact the various far-rights’ offers) and 
“progressives” (in fact the new clothes 
for mainstream refurbished proposals) is 
clearly not the real framework to give EU 
claimed values a policy-making reality. 

The increased participation clearly 
indicated that voters mobilised all across 
the political spectrum. If we consider the 
overall decrease in support for the traditional 
EU political families, disappointment with 
current policies appears to be the biggest 
issue.

With our campaign MAKE EUROPE GREAT 
FOR ALL, we strived to engage European 
civil society and political leaders in a debate 
breaking the comfortable circle of “insiders” 
– pro-European progressive organisations 
and movements, looking at the “outsiders” 
which silently say their vote is not their 
voice, or put on some yellow vests just to 
become visible in the eyes of those who 
take decisions without considering their 
needs and expectations ... Making Europe 
Great FOR ALL implies to address through 
social and civic action, and through policy-
making, the fears and the expectations of 

tens of millions of people who feel being 
socially left aside in their everyday life and, 
as a consequence, loose trust in democracy.

In this context, civic and social 
organisations and movements are key 
actors in alerting and responding with acts 
of solidarity to this societal and political 
crisis. All over Europe, and the world, millions 
of civic organisations and movements play 
an essential role in our societies, improving 
the lives of our communities in terms of 
access to rights, participation and better 
living together.

The role of independent civil society 
organisations is recognised by the UN and by 
the international law, by the European Union 
legislation and by all democratic national 
Constitutional laws as an essential element 
of democracy. Yet, many civic activists and 
rights defenders have sacrificed and still 
are sacrificing their freedom and even their 
lives because of their civic commitment.

Today, democratic civil society space 
is in danger in many European countries 
(and beyond), as continuously alerted 
by civil society groups and documented 
by our CIVIC SPACE WATCH. Our work is 
increasingly under attack through smear 
campaigns and legal harassment. Solidarity 
is criminalised, freedom of association and 
expression are becoming more limited and 
even repressed.

“All over Europe, 
and the world, 

millions
of civic organisations 

and movements 
play an essential role 

in our societies”
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Jean-Marc Roirant
ECF President

In order to address this, in the aftermath 
of the European elections, we mobilised 
our network and far beyond advocating 
towards the Commission President Von 
der Leyen and the newly elected MEPs 
to put civic space and dialogue with 
civil society high on the agenda for the 
new institutional 5-year term. Thanks to 
this mobilisation of hundreds of civic 
organisations across Europe, the mandate 
of the Commission Vice-President for 
Values and Transparency, Vera Jurova, has 
been enlarged to include  responsibilities 
for civil dialogue and the protection of the 
right to peaceful assembly and the freedom 
to associate.

We ended the year with CIVIC PRIDE! 
More than a thousand organisations and 
activists took the social networks between 
5 and 10 December to express their 
pride for working in solidarity for rights 
and democracy for all. To say hands off 
human rights, open civic space, support to 
democracy and civic participation! To say 
NO to the criminalisation of civic activism 
and YES to social solidarity! To defend 
and reclaim the freedom of association, 
assembly and expression! For two days 
on 4the and 5th December, the European 
Economic and Social Committee and 
the European Parliament have become 
resonance chambers for these claims, 
as we alerted EU leaders, but also gave 
visibility and recognition to outstanding 
struggles of civic activists showcased in 
our annual report ACTIVIZENSHIP.

All this great achievement would not 
have been possible without the lively and 
trustful cooperation inside our network, and 
with our friends all around Europe, without 
the continuous efforts of our dedicated 
Board, Steering Committee and staff team 
and obviously, without the contribution of 
our funders! We warmly thank them and 
promise to live up to the new challenged 
ahead of us, for more equality, solidarity 
and democracy for all.

Alexandrina Najmowicz
ECF Director
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WHO ARE WE? 
The European Civic Forum (ECF) is a 

transnational network that brings together 
over 100 associations and NGOs across 
Europe active in various fields such as 
education to citizenship and democracy, 
culture, defence of Human rights, 
environment protection, development 
cooperation or support to NGO environment. 
We strive to foster civic engagement, thus 
contributing to the emergence of a European 
public sphere where the role and influence 
of civil society are fully recognized.

WHAT DO WE STAND FOR?

Since its creation in 2005, the European 
Civic Forum has been particularly working 
to:

1.	 Enable civic participation through 
citizens’ associations and movements for 
a Europe grounded on Equality, Solidarity 
and Democracy that guarantees effective 
access to rights for all;

2.	 Support the structuring of European 
civil society movement through alliance 
building, collective thinking and joint 
campaigning for the common good;

3.	 Advocate for the institutional 
recognition of civil society’s role and 
contribution to society and democracy 
through the setting up of a genuine European 
civil dialogue.

HOW DO WE TAKE ACTION? 

We connect civil society actors 
transnationally and cross-sectorally through, 
conferences, forums and alliances; 

We participate in civil structures within the 
European institutions and Civil Society; 

We advocate and campaign for the 
defense of civic space and the recognition 
of civil society organisations in the policy-
making process.

104104

20052005
The European Civic Forum 

is established in Strasbourg

Member organisations as of 
December 2019

50005000
Followers and likes on social 

media channels
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ECF influence and commitment to 
ensuring an open and transparent civic 
space for NGOs across Europe brought 
concrete results in the last years. In 2019, we 
intensified our advocacy and campaigning 
activities. 

INTERNAL GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
The European Civic Forum welcomes 3 

new organisations in 2019:

A Buon Diritto is an Italian association who 
promotes human rights and civil liberties. 
The association was founded in 2010, and 
since then we have been working on a wide 
range of issues, such as migration, right 
of asylum, deprivation of liberty, right to 
housing...	

The Greek Forum of Refugees is a 
multinational grassroots network of refugee 
communities, individuals and professionals 
working to support asylum seekers, refugees 
and stateless persons. It advocates for 
rights and civic and political inclusion of 
refugees/immigrants.  	

The European Movement Italy (EM-IT) 
is made up of all civil society, political 
and socio-economic actors aware of the 
importance, for Italy, to direct towards a 
federal system the European integration 
process, consistently with the principles 
of the Ventotene Manifesto for a free and 
united Europe (1941).

The annual elections of a third of the Board 
of Directors brought two new organisations 
on board: Civic Alliance Latvia and European 
Movement Italy. 

We were also pleased to welcome a 
new staff member, Giorgia Gusciglio, 
who is dedicated to campaigning and 
communication, especially on the Civic 
Space Watch. 

In total, the ECF staff had more than 40 
meetings and attended 37 events, hearings 
or conferences, in Paris, Brussels and many 
other places in Europe. It was committed on 
all fronts and communicated widely, with 31 
newsletters  sent. Communication played 
a big part in publicising the network. The 
estimated impact of ECF posts on social 
media for 2019 is estimated at 6,3 million  
people, thanks to the 450 messages sent on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

WORKING GROUPS 
In 2018, many national platforms of NGOs 

joined the European Civic Forum. In order to 
better grasp the needs of civic organisations 
at national level, the ECF   created a specific 
working space for national platforms of 
NGOs  within the network. The first physical 
meeting of the national platforms took 
place in February 2019, with an overview 
of national situations and issues, but also 
perspectives for joint work at European level. 
The working group includes platforms that 
are not members of the ECF. We believe it is 
crucial to build a joint advocacy strategy for 
civil society and to facilitate civil dialogue at 
all levels. 

In parallel, ECF plays a key role in the 
working group on civic space within Civil 
Society Europe. Its resources rely mostly 
on ECF members and partners, which are 
valuable allies in collecting data from the 
national level. ECF is also actively taking part 
in the Communication and CSOs outreach 
working group of Civil Society Europe, which 
notably launched a social media storm in 
October 2019.  
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In 2019, the European Civic Forum 
organised multiple events and intensified 
work on connecting civil society across 
borders, safeguarding and raising awareness 
about civic freedoms and fundamental 
rights. In a highly critical moment, notably 
with the European 
Parliament elections, 
the ECF continued its 
campaign Make Europe 
Great for All, increased 
the outreach of the 
Civic Space Watch 
and took part in 
debates, dialogues, 
TV programs across 
the continent.

The ECF took part in more than 30 events 
and conferences in 12 countries. Most of 
the events were co-organised in partnership 

with local or national member organisations.   

OBSERVING  CIVIC SPACE AND ALERTING POLICY 
MAKERS ON LIMITATIONS TO RIGHTS AND 
FREEDOMS

The Civic Space Watch aims to capture 
national and trans-European trends in real 

time and provide easy access to 
existing resources that are often 
dispersed with the objective to 

improve the sharing of information 
within civil society across the EU 
and between civil society and policy-

makers. It also strives to bring the 
discussion from words to action, 

offering a space to share stories and 
practices, build trust among civil society 
actors and promote coordinated action 

and responses to threats. 

	 It collected nearly 200 resources 
from 37 local, national and European 
organisations in 21 European countries. The 
data and evidence gathered on Civic Space 
Watch contributed to the draft of the two 
most recent issues of Activizenship: #3 
and #4.

“The ECF 
took part in 

more than 30 
events and 

conferences 
in 12 countries”

“In 2019, CSW collected 
200 resources from 37 

organisations in 
21 countries”
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Standing at the crossroads between a 
magazine and a report from the frontlines, 
Activizenship #4 - Civic Space Watch Report 
2019 -  Stories of Resistance documents 
the main trends we observe in Europe with 
regards to the state of civil liberties and 
fundamental rights. It also showcased 
testimonies of resistance, solidarity and 
action against injustice, coming from 
countries where the civic space is under 
growing pressure: Estonia, France, Italy, 
Poland, Romania and Spain. Each story is 
contextualised through a case study on 
civic space in those countries, written by 
a national watchdog, as well as with some 
data on civil society sector collected with 
the support of national platforms of NGOs 
in those countries. These struggles for 
rights and equality have been rewarded 
in the European Parliament, in presence 

of key MEPs, OHCHR Representative for 
Europe, ARTE journalists and civic activists. 
The report was launched in the EESC and 
the European Parliament on 4-5 December 
2019 and greatly valued as crucial source of 
information for policy makers during high-
level policy debates.  

This fourth issue of Activizenship 
brought into the spotlight success 
stories of resistance against repression, 
political apathy, consumerism, exclusion, 
individualism and fragmentation, putting 
them into a wider perspective of socio-
economic and political developments. 

		
		

Laureates of the 2019 Stories of Resistance Awards and the guests (from L. to R.):
Marta Lempart (Polish Women’s Strike), Birgit Van Hout (OHCHR), Pietro Bartolo (MEP), Linda Greta Zsiga 
(Activist, MEP candidate), Vladimir Vasak (ARTE TV), Silver Tambur (Koigi Eesti), Anna Donath (MEP),  Andrzej 
Gula (Krakow Smog Alert), Serlinda Vigara Mas (Defender a quien Defiende)  
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Kõigi Eesti - Estonia
Estonia has an open civic space 

and for years, the country has been a 
g o o d example of cooperation 

between CSOs and 
government and 

cases of smear 
c a m p a i g n s 
a g a i n s t 
d e m o c r a t i c 
organisations 

were isolated 
episodes. 

However, the 
elections in spring 2019 brought to power 
the Conservative People’s Party of Estonia 
(EKRE), considered by some a far-right party, 
in a right-wing conservative government. 
Major protests were sparked by the decision 
of the second-biggest party, Centre Party, to 
turn down the offer by the winning Reform 
party to form a joint coalition and, instead, 
opening to EKRE and the conservative party 
Isamaa. In Activizenship, we interviewed 
Silver Tambur from Kõigi Eesti, a group of 
people living in Estonia who successfully 
mobilised thousands online and offline to 
send a strong message of tolerance and 
inclusion in the face of growing hate speech.

Comité pour Adama
On 19th of July 2016, the young Adama 

Traoré, aged 24, fearful of a police identity 
check, flees and ends up being brutally 
arrested in Beaumont-sur-Oise, a Parisian 
suburb. His arrest by prone restraint leads 
to his death, in the police station. The 
circumstances of his death have been 
largely commented and analysed in the 
French media for the past three years. 
Whether he fled for good reasons or not, he 
should not have died. 

The “Struggle for Adama” began then. 
His family, with the lead of his sister, Assa 
Traoré, fights for the truth about his death 
to be recognised. “Justice and Truth” is 
what Assa is asking for. The Comité pour 
Adama settled with this aim has become 
very well-known in France. It has become 
the symbol of the struggle for all victims 
of police mistreatment without justice. It 
is a fight against violence from the police, 
against impunity for public officials, and, 
by extension, for the right to live and to be 
safe whether you are white, black or Arabic, 
whether you are rich or living in a poor 
neighbourhood. 

In July 2019 we interviewed Assa Traoré, 
who has since become the target of 

four lawsuits by 
gendarmers and 
police officers she 
publically accused of 
being accomplices 
to the death of her 
brother and covering 
the truth, and activist 
Almamy Kanouté. 
Their struggle is not 
over.

THE SUCCESS STORIES OF RESISTANCE
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Mediterranea
Central Mediterranean has become a 

frontline in the global war against universal 
rights and their defenders: a liquid wall of the 
Fortress Europe and a migrants’ cemetery. 
The war against rights and solidarity has 
yet to be won, but if there is still room to 
fight and to change, we owe it also to those 
who have resisted and keep resisting in the 
sea. They show everybody the duty to resist 
unjust orders in order to obey higher laws. 
They embody the living proof of the strength 
of the values enshrined in the national, 
European and international conventions of 
rights. 

They have become a symbol of 
democratic resistance, providing courage 
to other democratic activists. Among them, 
Mediterranea is an Italian participative 
platform born from the grassroots, involving 
many civil society actors, thousands of 
citizens and local groups that daily support, 
in many ways, their ships. 

We interviewed Alessandra Sciurba when 
the rooms of the Italian Interior Ministry 
were used as a megaphone for hate speech. 
Italy has since then a new Government, and 
the institutional discourse is more civilised. 
However, a real discontinuity in the practices 
around the issues of migration and the 
Mediterranean Sea is still to be conquered. 

Krakow Smog Alert
According to the WHO’s air quality audit, 

by the end of 2018, only Bulgaria scored 
worse than Poland amongst the EU member 
states for quality of air. In this smoggy spot 
on the map of Europe around the year 2013 
a group of local activists in one of Polish 
touristic-jewel cities, being in the same time 
the most polluted town in the country back 
then, have established a civic movement 
called Krakow Smog Alert. 

They started by 
organising social 
campaigns 
trying to 
educate 
their fellow-
inhabitants on 
the problem 
as well as to 
advocate in the 
local authorities for 
adopting any remedies.  
Right after, similar initiatives began 
popping up like popcorns in numerous 
other Polish cities. Local authorities of 
growing number of cities in Poland started 
adopting special programmes dedicated to 
the fight. Over the years, the Kraków group 
has grown, expanded and now operates as 
a registered association cooperating with 
the activist from other Polish cities under 
the umbrella of Polish Smog Alert. 

It is quite an achievement for a civil 
society organisation operating in a difficult 
environment and facing the government’s 
reluctance to take any significant step 
against the potential mass extinction of our 
planet by changing the mode in which our 
economies operate nor the sources used to 
produce energy.
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Linda Greta Zsiga
Romania has one of the highest figures of 

private ownership of houses in the world: 
more than 98%. Because social housing in 
Romania is less than 1%, there is a constant 
risk of forced evictions, especially of Roma 
people. 

Hundreds of thousands of people were 
evicted from their homes in Romania in the 
last thirty years.  
Linda Greta Zsiga 
is one of these 
people. She was 
pushed at the 
margins of 
society, nearby 
the landfills 
of Cluj, the 
second-largest 
in Romania, 
in what the City 
Hall called a social 
housing project  
for the “integration” of a Roma community. 
Pata Rat is a ghetto that has at this point 
more than 1.500 hundred people. 

T h r o u g h 
p r o t e s t s , 
petitions and 
g r a s s r o o t s 
activism, but 
also connected 
to international 
activism, Linda 

Greta Zsiga, mother of four and a seller of 
flowers, she moved out of the ghetto with a 
tenth of the community. But still she fights 
for human rights and affordable housing 
until the ghetto is destroyed and the Roma 
community desegregated.

Defender a quien defiende
Four years after the approval of the 

package of the so-called gag laws in Spain 
(Citizen Security Law, Reform of the Criminal 
Code & Anti-Terrorist Law), the situation 
we are living is, more than ever, a serious 
regression of civil and political rights. 
Often the clearest image of the violation 
of rights in protest contexts are the agents 
of the State Security Forces aggressively 
attacking demonstrators, limiting the 
course of a demonstration or irregularly 
arresting people after a protest. However, 
the repression is also exercised through 
political and police public statements that 
feed a context of fear. 

This demobilises citizens when it comes 
to defending their rights. Defender a quien 
defiende contributes to breaking the fear 

by supporting social movements offering 
them tools of protection, organisation and 
working for political accountability on rights 
violation.

Social housing 
represents 

less than 1% in 
Romania.
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CAMPAIGNING AND ADVOCATING FOR OPEN 
CIVIC SPACE AND REAL CIVIL DIALOGUE IN 
EUROPE 

Throughout the year, the ECF actively 
contributed to mobilising civil society, 
arising as a relay between organised civil 
society and citizens’ movements present on 
the ground. 

ECF was also strongly involved at national 
and European level ahead of the European 
elections. A delegation of ECF members had 
the opportunity to meet German President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier in March. A few 
months later, the President of Romania, 
Klaus Iohannis, was opening the Bucharest 
Civil Society Forum, in presence of over 200 
civil society representatives. In addition to 
these high-level meetings, ECF staff and 
Board members held more than 30 meetings 
and sessions with decision-makers at 
national and European level. On Facebook 
alone, ECF visibility (publication views) rose 
from 35% in May 2019, as compared to 
May 2018, with 44900 users having seen 
our publications that month. ECF growing 
audience also came from its websites with 
1850 single users per month, with 78% 
new users. 

Following the European elections, we 
played our watchdog role, notably by 
scrutinising how civic freedoms and 
fundamental rights were reflected in the 
mandates of the new institutions and 
leaders. In July, Balázs Hidvéghi, a close 
staff member in Orban’s government 
was designated by the EPP Group to 
become vice-chair of the committee for 
civil liberties and home affairs (LIBE). 
This Committee is notably in charge of 
monitoring the respect for fundamental 
rights and Rule of Law in the Union. 

ECF successfully  mobilised more than 
400 organisations to sign an open letter to 
members of the LIBE, urging them to vote 
against his nomination. 

A few months later, nearly 250 
organisations joined the ECF in addressing 
European Commission President-elect, 
Ursula Von der Leyen with claims to put civic 
space and civil dialogue high on the political 
agenda and give specific responsibilities 
to newly designated Commissioners 
to implement a coherent EU strategy. 
Following this mobiliqation that involved 
grasroots level organiations and came in 
support of previous Civil Society Europe 
demands, President Von der Leyen modified 
the mission statement for Vice-President 
for Values and Transparency, Vera Jurova, 
to include the implementation of Article 11 
and the monitoring of civic space.  
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A TALE OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, VICTORY AND 
PRIDE

The ECF ended up the year with «fireworks», 
with a renewed mobilisation of civic 

organisations and mouvements to 
showcase and claimrecognition 
for their work in Europe. As part 
of the #MEGA campaign, the 
“Civic Pride”, roughly 1000 
organisations and activists 
rallied across Europe and 
called out for stronger 
involvement of civil society 
in the democratic process, 
but also for EU institutions 
to focus strongly on 
fundamental rights in 
Europe. 

The online mobilisation impacted 1 945 
000 people in total. The #CivicPride ended 
a very intense year of campaigning all 
across Europe. 200 NGOs signed the appeal 
and more than a thousand organisations 
and activists stormed the social networks 
between 5 and 10 
December to express 
their pride for working 
in solidarity for rights 
and democracy for all.  

“200 NGOs 
and umbrella 
organisations 

signed the 
appeal for a 
Civic Pride”



CIVIC PRIDECIVIC PRIDE

920 
POSTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

1000+
NGOS & ACTIVISTS ENGAGED

7000
ENGAGEMENTS ON POSTS 

1 945 000 
PEOPLE REACHED



THE ECF THE ECF 
IN IN 

THE MEDIATHE MEDIA



21
ARTICLES MENTIONING 

ECF

COVERAGE IN

5
LANGUAGES

9
PRESS RELEASES ISSUED



OUR KEY OUR KEY 
EVENTS IN EVENTS IN 

20192019
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The ECF organised several high-level 
events bringing together civil society across 
fields and countries, and policy-makers. 

ACTIVIZENSHIP #3: 
DEMOCRACY UNDER STRESS – 
REBUILDING TRUST – RIGHTS FOR ALL
11 FEBRUARY 

The new issue of Activizenship was 
launched in February 2019 and looked at the 
new forms of engagement and pressures 
emerging in Europe in the longer historical 
perspective. Piola Libri, a famous cultural 
space in the heart of Brussels, kindly hosted 
the kick off evening, with more than 50 
participants present.

NOT WITHOUT US CONFERENCE IN BERLIN,  
21-22 MARCH 2020

After numerous events and debates across 
Europe reaching out directly or indirectly to 
more than 10 000 civil society organisations 
and more than 2 million people, on 21 and 22 
March 2019, the #MEGA campaign stopped 
in Berlin for the European conference “Not 
without Us! - Civil Society Conference on the 
Future of Europe”, organised by our German 
member organisation, B.B.E -The National 
Network for Civic Engagement.

Two months before the European 
elections, this conference has been a crucial 
convergence point with over thirty campaigns 
and initiatives that mobilise to rebuild trust 
in the European future. It also provided an 
opportunity for campaigners working for 
a democratic Europe to set demands for 
candidates to European elections through 
the Berlin Agenda. The Berlin Agenda 
draws from existing manifestos and policy 
proposals in order to give more visibility 
and strength to civil society campaigns and 
initiatives towards the upcoming European 
Elections. The paper built upon almost 30 
Manifestos, position papers stemming from 
grassroots movements and civil society 
organisations and was mainly shared with 
the Lead Candidates of political parties – 
Spitzenkandidaten – towards the European 
Commision presidency. 
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THE EUROPEAN CIVIC ACADEMY,
27-29 MARCH

This yearly event was launched by ECF in 
2016 to connect and build bridges between 
civil society and academic agendas, to 
provide space for civil society actors 
to discuss with academics and identify 
priorities and possibilities for collaborations 
related to the role of CSOs in enhancing 
civic and democratic spaces in Europe. In 
2019, the Civic Academy was organised by 
Civil Society Europe with the support of ECF, 
Solidar, Collegium Polonicum, OFOP and the 
city of Slubice. It took place at the Polish-
German border in the Collegium Polonicum 
in Slubice. 

About 80 participants shared academic 
and reflections, studies and experience 
on the root causes of populism, the role 
of democratic civil society in relation with 
the raise of regressive political and social 
forces.  .

THE 2019 SABIR FESTIVAL,
16-19 MAY

SABIR was held in Lecce. ARCI and 
partners brought together more than 350 
participants from all parts of Europe and 
Africa. 80 events, including meetings, 
workshops, music and cinema took place in 
only three days in the Pugliese city. 

In a full room, with about 70 participants, the 
ECF organised a workshop on alternatives 
to the illiberalism, on the necessity to rethink 
how to enhance citizens’ engagement, 
adress the limits of current EU democracy 
and innovate the way civil society argues 
for and protects values and fundamental 

rights.INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM,
3-4 JUNE 

While Romania took over the rotating 

presidency of the EU Council on 1 January 
2019, the Civil Society Development 
Foundation (FDSC), in partnership with the 
European Civic Forum and Liberties.EU 
brought together civil society organisations, 
platforms of NGOs and activists for a 2-day 
programme. The International Civil Society 
Forum took place in Bucharest, with more 
than 200 participants from 28 European 
countries, concerned that democracy, human 
rights or the rule of law are increasingly 
threatened throughout Europe. 

As a result of the debates, and following the 
Berlin Agenda demands, participants wrote 
an open letter, urging EU leaders to actively 
support civil society in order to maintain its 
role of defending democracy, rule of law 
and fundamental rights of citizens. At the 
conclusion of the Romanian Presidency 
of the Council of the European Union, this 
forum also built a common message of civil 
society for the future Commission and the 
future European Parliament in the same 
spirit of building a value-based Europe and 
rebuilding the civil society’s space to actively 
contribute to this goal.
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STORIES OF RESISTANCE AWARDS AND POLICY 
DEBATE, 
4-5 DECEMBER 

As part of the #CivicPride mobilisation 
happening online, the ECF gave a powerful 
and symbolic echo in Brussels on 4-5 
December, bringing activists and academics 
in the European Economic and Social 
Committee and the European Parliament to 
engage in a meaningful conversation with key 
institutional representatives 
about the role civil society 
can play to revive support for 
European values and trust in 
democratic institutions. 

More than 140 people 
were interested in joining the 
policy debate in the European Parliament. In 
the end, nearly 100 people attended events 
on both days.  

The host in the European Parliament, 
Pietro Bartolo said that: “We need to 
encourage citizens and CSOs participation 
right from here, from the rooms of the 
European Parliament!” Heidi Hautala, EP 
Vice-President, stated in her introductory 
speech: “There is no democracy without 
living civil society.” “As a 
former NGO employee who 
entered politics because 
of Orban’s attacks on civil 
society, it’s an honour to 
be invited by the European 
Civic Forum to discuss how 
the EU can protect civic 
space.”, said Anna Donath, 
Hungarian MEP. 

Finally, Birgit Van Hout, OHCHR 
Representative for Europe, rightfully 
asserted that “Illiberal democracy is an 
oxymoron. Democracy is liberal or it is not. 
Human rights cannot be fully realized without 
rule of law and a vibrant civil society”.

Like an echo to her words, various 
grassroots movements and local initiatives 
spoke about their ways to regain democratic 
spaces, and also about the pressures and 
challenges they face and the importance 

of solidarity in supporting their 
mobilisations.

 

“There is no 
democracy 

without living 
civil society.”



11 February 2019
Presentation of Activizenship #3
Piola Libri, Brussels

21 March 2019
Not Without Us Conference
Rotes Rathaus, Berlin

16-19 May
SABIR Festival 
Lecce

04-05 December
Stories of Resistance/Policy debate
EESC & European Parliament, 
Brussels

600
PEOPLE 

ATTTENDED ECF EVENTS

2 300
RESPONSES TO 
EVENTS ONLINE



27-29 March 
European Civic Academy

Collegium Polonicum, Slubice

03-04 June
International 

Civil Society Forum
Hanul Lui Manuc, Bucharest

80 000
SOCIAL MEDIA 

USERS IMPACTED

8-12 April
International Civil Society 

Week Workshop
Dom Omladine, Belgrade

27 000
INDIRECT 

PARTICIPANTS



EUROPEAN EUROPEAN 
PROJECTSPROJECTS
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INCLUDE
With the City of Paris and Young Europeans-

France, the ECF continued activities started 
in 2018 through the INCLUDE project aiming 
to promote European citizenship at local 
level. In total he project involved more than 
7000 people in diverse events, conferences, 
workshops. The findings of the project, as 
well as recommendations to local, national 
and European decision-makers, were 
gathered together in a handbook, available 
online. 

 

To conclude the project, we brought 
together European decision-makers, CSOs 
and multiple representatives of local 
authorities in Brussels, for a reflection on 
the results of INCLUDE and ways to promote 
European citizenship at local level. 

R-EUCONNECTED
This project is implemented under the 

Erasmus + program together with 5 partner 
countries: France, Croatia, Italy, Greece 
and Poland. It is focused on European 
values: it helps broaden our knowledge 
about the European Union and understand 
how to be a member of the union affects 
our daily lives and discover the benefits 
and responsibilities of participating in the 
EU. In addition, it develops 21st century 
competencies among students: critical 
thinking, teamwork, problem solving and 
communication.

In 2019, ECF helped in analysing the 
interviews and interventions in schools by 
the various partners. The ECF also took 
part in several activities carried out with 
students in Paris schools. 

In addition to this, 3 meetings between 
partners took place in 2019, in Warsaw 
(Poland), in  Heraklion (Greece) and in 
Zagreb (Croatia).  

More than 7000 people 
attended INCLUDE 
activities, events...

+6 % +6 % 
voters turnout in European 

elections 2019 in Paris

61 61 
European citizens composing the 

Paris Council of Europeans

https://civic-forum.eu/publication/view/include-project-evaluation-and-good-practices-en
https://civic-forum.eu/publication/view/include-project-evaluation-and-good-practices-en
http://r-euconnected.eu/
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CONNECT EUROPE

Connect Europe is a project that 
raises awareness about the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 
This project aims to connect citizens and 
civil society representatives with the charter. 
The European values are threatened with 
increase populism and nationalism around 
Europe.  We want to raise awareness about 
the EU charter and discuss our fundamental 
rights as citizens of the EU.

The project was initiated by Nyt Europa, 
a member organisation from Denmark, 
together with Democracy International 
(Germany), AEKS Finland, the Portuguese 
Platform for Women’s Rights, Netwerk 
Democratie (Netherlands) and the 
Euroregion Baltic (Poland).

4 events, dedicated to 4 different chapters 
of the Charter, took place in 2019, in 
Amsterdam (Freedoms), Lisbon (Equality), 
Helsinki (Dignity) and Gdansk (Solidarity).

HISTORY OF OPTIMISM
Awareness of our European history and 

the values our historical development has 
brought are essential to understand and 
appreciate the democratic freedoms, which 
have followed and which are part of the 
EU institutions. Therefore the History of 
Optimism project aims to address how the 
complexities within our European societies 
are not created on the spur of the moment, 
but are rooted in a common past; e.g. in the 
year  of the fall of the Iron Curtain and Berlin 
Wall, 1989, which later paved the way for the 
2004 EU enlargement. 

The project 
specifically focuses 
on the role of 
civil society, 
in a historical 
context, 
providing a new 
and powerful 
approach to 
understanding 
EU values and 
assessing our collective 
historical past. 

The first event of the project took place 
in Berlin, in the frame of a highly symbolic 
anniversary: the Fall of the Berlin Wall, on 7-9 
November 2019. One of the highlights was 
the partners’ exchange with Commission 
President Ursual Von der Leyen, who just 
delivered her first State of the Union speech. 

https://www.eurights.org/
https://nyteuropa.dk/history-of-optimism/
https://nyteuropa.dk/history-of-optimism/


33

ANNUAL REPORT | 2019



THE YEAR IN THE YEAR IN 
FIGURESFIGURES



6 300 000 
PEOPLE IMPACTED BY POSTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

1 945 000 
PEOPLE REACHED ON CIVIC PRIDE DAYS 

22 000 
UNIQUE USERS ON ECF WEBSITES 

7000 
ENGAGEMENTS #CIVICPRIDE 

20% 
OVERALL INCREASE ON SOCIAL MEDIA (+736 NEW 

FOLLOWERS) 

1100 
ORGANISATIONS REACHED THROUGH THE YEAR 

(NON-ECF MEMBERS)



FINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORT



EXPENDITURE INCOME

Staff costs 
(direct & seconded staff) 227 213,47 EU Operating Grant 200 000.00

Contribution 
to Civil Society Europe 65 500.00 Other European 

programmes 
(Erasmus+, REC)

41 665.70

Conferences, seminars, 
statutory meetings 68 116.78 Other contributions 

(CIVICUS…) 32 801.32

General expenditure 
(office rental, printing…) 76 891.52 Membership fees 7 200.00

Contributions 
by member organi-
sations (La Ligue)

156 090.00

Total 
expenditure

 437 721,77 Total 
income

437 757,02

ACCOUNTING RESULT 35,25

ALL PRICES IN EUR



OUR MEMBERSOUR MEMBERS
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A Buon Diritto – Italy • Academia Cidadã – Portugal • Association européenne de l’éducation 
(AEDE) – Europe • Association européenne pour la  défense des droits de l’Homme (AEDH) 
– Europe • Association des Etats Généraux des Etudiants de l’Europe (AEGEE) – Europe 
• Animafac (+25 organisations) – France • Anne Frank Stichting – Netherlands • ANO pro 
Evropu – Czech Republic • ARCI associazione di promozione sociale – Italy • Asociace NNO 
v Ceske Republice – Czech Republic • Asociace Občanskych Poraden – Czech Republic 
• Asociatia Pro Democratia – Romania • Association for Civil Society Development   
(SMART) – Croatia • Association for Democratic Initiatives (ADI) – North 
Macedonia • ATD-Quart Monde – France • A Praça – Portugal • ANACEJ – France 
• Bundesnetzwerk Bürgerschaftliches Engagement - Germany • CAP Magellan – 
Portugal • Centre for Information, Service, Co-operation and Development of NGOs  
(CNVOS) – Slovenia • Centrum Edukacji Obywatelskiej – Poland • Centrum pre Europsku 
politiku (CEP) – Slovakia • CIPSI (Coordinamento di Iniziative Popolari di Solidarieta 
Internazionale) – Italy • Citizens Union Paremvassi – Greece • Civic Alliance – Latvia • CIVICA 
– France • Community Development Institute (CDI) – North Macedonia • Confédération 
des Maisons des Jeunes et de la Culture de France – France • Culture et Liberté – France 
• Democracy International – Germany • Documenta – Spain • EUROCLIO – Europe • Europa 
Haz – Hungary • European Development Centre – Italy • European Institute Foundation – 
Bulgaria • European Social Forum – Cyprus • Fundacion CIVES – Spain • Fundatia pentru 
Dezvoltarea Societatii Civile – Romania • GONG – Croatia • Greek Forum of Refugees - 
Greece • Gruppi Solidarieta Internazionale GSI - Italy • Inicijativa za Razvoj i Saradnju (IDC) – 
Serbia • Instytut Spraw Publicznych (ISP) – Poland • Interessenvertretung Gemeinnütziger 
Organisationen (IGO) – Austria • Jaan Tonisson Institute – Estonia • Jeunes européens 
– France • Johannes Mihkelson Centre – Estonia • Jeunesse au plein air (JPA) – France 
• Kesalukioseura ky – Finland • Kretakör Foundation – Hungary • La Liga Española de la 
Educación y la Cultura Popular – Spain • La Ligue de l’Enseignement – France • La Ligue 
Luxembourgeoise de l’enseignement – Luxembourg • Legal information centre for NGOs 
(PIC) – Slovenia • Legambiente – Italy • Le Mouvement Associatif – France • Les Francas – 
France • Ligue des Droits de l’Homme (LDH) – France • Maison de l’Europe Paris – France • 
Movimento Europe (CIME) - Italy • Movimient Laic i Progressista – Spain • National Council 
of Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) – England • Netwerk Democratie – Netherlands • New 
Europeans – United Kingdom • Non-Governmental Organisations Information & Support 
centre (NISC) – Lithuania • Nyt Europa – Denmark • Obcan a demokracia – Slovakia • 
Ogólnopolska Federacja Organizacji Pozarządowych (OFOP) – Poland • Pour la solidarité – 
Belgium • Roma Democratic Development Association (SONCE) – North Macedonia • Rural 
Youth Union – Poland • Scottish Council of Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) – Scotland 
• SPIRALIS – Czech Republic • Stefan Batory Foundation – Poland • TERA - Maison de 
l’Europe de la Charente – France • The ECI Campaign – Germany • The Women’s Centre 
– United Kingdom • Volunteering Matters – United Kingdom • We are Europe – Germany • 
Youth Work Ireland – Ireland



INTERNAL INTERNAL 
ORGANISATIONORGANISATION



GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The European Civic Forum is governed by 

the General Assembly (GA) of its members, 
who meet once a year and make statutory 
decisions.

STEERING COMMITTEE

SECRETARIAT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Currently composed of 27 member 

organisations from 19 European 
countries, the ECF Board is responsible 
for implementing the GA decisions, for 
defining the overall strategy and the 
activities to run.

Jean-Marc ROIRANT
President 

Ligue de l’Enseignement 75

Raffaella BOLINI
Vice-President 

ARCI, Italy

Jan Robert SUESSER
Vice-President

LDH, France 

Oonagh AITKEN
Vice-President 

Volunteering Matters, UK

Karolina DRESZER-SMALEC
Vice-President 
OFOP, Poland

Filip PAZDERSKI
Vice-President 

ISP, Poland

Alexandrina NAJMOWICZ
Director 

Roger CASALE
Vice-President

New Europeans, UK 

Giada NEGRI
Research & Advocacy 

Officer 

Giorgia GUSCIGLIO
Communication & Event 

Officer 

Vladimir SESTOVIC
Network Development 

Officer
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