
 

 

European Civic Academy 2023  
What future for Europe? Building collective empowerment 
towards the European elections and beyond 
Call for applications (deadline 30 April) 

19-20 September, Brussels 

   

1. What is the European Civic Academy?   

The European Civic Academy (ECA) was launched by the European Civic Forum (ECF)* in 2016 
to connect and build bridges between civil society and academia: strengthening academics’ 
knowledge on civil society’s needs to support its actions;  grounding academic work on democracy 
in the practice and experience of civil society and identifying possibilities for collaboration related 
to the role of CSOs in enhancing civic and democratic spaces in Europe. The Academy offers a 
space for civil society from across Europe to share peer-to-peer reflections, experiences, lessons 
learned and practices. 

Five editions have been organised so far: in 2016 in La Rochelle (France); in 2017 in Brussels 
(Belgium); in 2019 in Slubice (Poland), in 2021 online and in 2022 in Florence (Italy).  

Based on the findings of the ECF activities monitoring the state of civil society space and 
liberties, every year, a Committee formed of activists and academics identifies key issues and 
challenges affecting civil society in Europe to be the object of the ECA annual programme.  

—------------------------ 

*The ECF is a transnational network that brings together nearly 100 associations and NGOs across 
29 European countries working to build a democratic and civic Europe that delivers on people's 
needs. 

 

2. About the 2023 edition  

The 2023 edition of the European Civic Academy will take place on 19-20 September 2023.  

Four decades of policymaking driven by the needs of financial capitalism which has increased 
inequalities and precarity, and extended competition to all aspects of personal life, have created 

http://www.civic-forum.eu/
http://www.civicspacewatch.eu/
https://civilsocietyeurope.eu/european-civic-academy/
https://civic-forum.eu/europeancivicacademy2021
https://civic-forum.eu/european-civic-academy-2022
https://civicspacewatch.eu/
https://civicspacewatch.eu/
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fears and insecurities regarding the future. Rising social, economic and environmental 
vulnerabilities combined with weakened social protections fuel anger, distrust and polarisation. 

As a consequence of this long-term process , many people feel that democratic processes and the 
current political offers do not ensure that their needs are addressed or even heard. The crisis of 
representative democracy and the incapacity of established political parties to capture and 
articulate social and economic needs and environmental concerns in a coherent political offer lead 
to political disenfranchisement and apathy. At the same time, when democratic tools (such as 
citizen assemblies, massive mobilisations and referenda) do not receive appropriate answers from 
institutions, it can additionnaly feed a sense of powerlessness and disempowerment. In this 
context, reactionary political offers are gaining ground. 

It is urgent to rebuild collective agency to reverse these dreadful trends through civic and 
democratic perspectives at all levels local, national and European. 

The upcoming European elections are taking place in 2024 and can provide a crucial moment for 
Europe’s political life to collectively decide what shared European future we want. As the social, 
political and environmental challenges of our times require a global and European approach to 
local and national actions, this question is relevant not only for activists engaging directly in the 
defence of democracy and fundamental rights, but also for all acting for effective access to rights, 
social, racial and environmental justice. 

ECA 2023 will explore how to create synergies between the various forms of activism developed by 
organised civil society, citizen assemblies and other types of action, and electoral democracy, in 
order to explore the diverse pathways to democratic renewal and empowerment  and the ways 
to upscale them at the European level. 

We will discuss and share experiences on how different approaches to progressive change 
(everyday actions on the ground, advocacy, campaigning, protests and direct action, community 
organising…) create people’s power and agency to shape the collective imagination in a 
progressive direction. 

We will develop capacities to promote narratives that are capable of influencing the political 
agenda and activating people for a shared, hopeful vision for the future based on equality, 
solidarity and inclusiveness in the context of the European elections and beyond. 

 

3. Programme 

Over two days, ECA 2023 will take place in Brussels, bringing together practitioners and activists 
from very diverse organisations and movements with academics to deepen their understanding 
on the challenges and opportunities ahead. They will have the opportunity to learn from each 
other’s experiences and gain a holistic understanding of the topic to inspire a renewal of our 
collective social and political action. 

For this purpose, the programme will offer a mix of panel discussions, workshops, peer-learning 
spaces and training. It will include input from both academics and practitioners, combining 

http://www.civic-forum.eu/
http://www.civicspacewatch.eu/
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theoretical reflections with hands-on experience.Some of the topics and questions we aim to 
address include: 

1. How can we overcome political disenfranchisement and build democratic 
empowerment? What is the relationship between organised civil society, citizen 
assemblies, and electoral democracy? How can we decolonise the existing approach to 
democracy and democratic innovation?  

2. How can we address the political representation crisis and rebuild the relationships 
between people, parties and institutions? How do we relate to the political parties’ sphere 
and inspire their agendas as civil society?  

3. How do we mobilise voters for European elections when Europe is perceived as far 
away? How can we frame civil society’s narratives to foster hope and fight apathy? 

4. What are the existing strategies to overcome the risk of far-right capture of Europe? 
How can we oppose a possible alliance between the neoliberal conservatives and the far-
right in the European election and beyond? 

The programme will be built to respond to the needs, skills and expertise of participants. For this 
reason, candidates are invited to outline in their applications 1) expertise or experiences they wish 
to share with other ECA participants, 2) particular areas where they need to reinforce their 
capacities or skills related to the theme of the ECA, 3) questions and reflections to discuss 
horizontally with other peers.  

 

4. Selection and award 

Through an open application process we are looking for 30 activists from associations, 
movements or grassroots groups whose daily actions (advocacy, campaigning, protests and 
direct actions, community organising…) have a positive impact on the political and public life 
and/or bring transformative change in their communities (for example by bridging divided 
communities, building civic agency, empowering the participation of excluded groups...). 

Applicants do NOT need to have prior experience in acting and mobilising in the context of the 
European elections but be interested in becoming active during the 2024 elections, including via a 
joint European campaign. We encourage applications from activists acting at local and 
national levels, embedded in their social fabric, who are invested in the question of how to 
ensure civic empowerment leads to real change in the political arena and interested in 
gaining a European perspective. 

Participants will be selected by the European Civic Forum ECA task force based on:   

1) A track record of activism in democratic empowerment and renewal, human rights, 
feminism, social, environmental and racial justice, progressive campaigning and hope-
based framing, civic education…; 

2) The potential of their daily activism to empower people to step from resistance to a sense 
of agency to achieve positive and systemic change for the collective good; 

http://www.civic-forum.eu/
http://www.civicspacewatch.eu/
http://www.civic-forum.eu/european-civic-academy-2023
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3) Commitment to actively participate in the discussions and contribute to the European Civic 
Academy;  

4) Potential to have a multiplier effect to further spread knowledge and insight gained 
through the Academy. 

The selection will also try to ensure a fair territorial and thematic representation and diverse rights 
related issues. Note that all the activities of the Academy will take place in English.  

The European Civic Forum will offer scholarships to the selected participants covering their 
expenses for travel, accommodation and subsistence during the Academy. Unfortunately, 
due to funding restrictions, we are unable to support participants from outside the European 
Union. 

Out of the 30 applications selected, the three organisations/initiatives with the most 
outstanding stories of impact will be celebrated at the Civic Pride Awards ceremony 
organised in the European Parliament, alongside the Academy, to celebrate their inspiring 
work and raise their visibility at the European level. 

 

5. Dissemination  

The knowledge, analysis and practices stemming from the European Civic Academy will be 
harvested and spread via the Activizenship magazine. Launched in 2014, Activizenship is a 
magazine edited by the European Civic Forum aiming to explore the potential of forms of civic, 
social and political activism and to capture current trends and transformations affecting the civil 
society environment in Europe. 

 

6. Timeline  

6 March - 30 April: Open applications  

April-May: Selection  

19-20: September: European Civic Academy in Brussels 

Autumn: Dissemination  

 

7. Contact  

For any information regarding the European Civic Academy 2023 contact Giada Negri 
gnegri@civic-forum.eu  

http://www.civic-forum.eu/
http://www.civicspacewatch.eu/
https://civicspacewatch.eu/civic-pride-award/
https://civicspacewatch.eu/our-publications/
mailto:gnegri@civic-forum.eu

