
 

 

 

 

Wave of civic activism in support of Global 
Sumud Flotilla met with shocking repression:   
EU leaders must uphold right to protest 
Joint statement 

 

In recent weeks, millions of people across Europe have exercised their right to peaceful assembly 
in solidarity with Palestinians. Many of these protests have come in the wake of Israel’s illegal 
interception and arbitrary detention of activists participating in the Global Sumud Flotilla (GSF).  

The GSF was a historical act of non-violent civic engagement attempting to break Israel’s illegal 
blockade on the Gaza Strip to deliver essential food, water, and medical supplies, aimed at urging 
the international community to act immediately as required under international law. This mission 
galvanised collective mobilisations across Europe and the world. For instance, in Spain, organisers 
reported that around two million people mobilised across the country, marking the largest popular 
protest in support of Palestinians in Gaza. Meanwhile, in Italy, a general strike organised by a united 
front of trade unions and civil society saw more than two million people gather at more than 100 
public squares across the country.1 These mass mobilisations demonstrate the importance of 
ensuring that people are able to exercise their right to peaceful protest. 

As organisations representing hundreds of associations and NGOs across Europe, we are 
extremely concerned about the repression of some of these demonstrations. Over the last week, 
we witnessed unnecessary and undue use of force by law enforcement officers against several 
peaceful demonstrations. In several states, including Belgium, 2 Cyprus, 3 Denmark,4 France,5 

 

1 https://it.euronews.com/2025/09/22/italia-sciopero-generale-per-gaza-e-la-flotilla-a-rischio-stop-trasporti-e-
scuole  
2 https://www.rtbf.be/article/direct-flottille-humanitaire-vers-gaza-israel-affirme-qu-aucun-navire-de-la-flottille-
n-a-reussi-a-briser-le-blocus-de-gaza-et-que-l-action-est-terminee-11609763;  
3 https://en.politis.com.cy/social-lens/960482/fresh-protest-after-police-violence-at-pro-palestinian-rally  
4 https://cphpost.dk/2025-10-03/news/round-up/13-detained-after-pro-palestinian-protest-in-copenhagen/  
5 https://www.ldh-france.org/manifester-notre-solidarite-a-gaza-nest-pas-un-crime/ 
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Germany,6 Italy, 7 the Netherlands, 8 Poland, 9 Portugal, 10 Spain, 11 and the United Kingdom, 12 there 
have been reports of police using excessive force against protesters, including the use of tear gas 
and water cannons, arbitrary detention, and public vilification of those peacefully exercising their 
rights. For example, during a protest on 2 October in Brussels, police in riot gear harassed peaceful 
protesters outside the European Parliament and at the Stock Exchange district. Officers used 
undue and unnecessary physical violence, including kicking and the use of batons, tear gas, and 
water cannon without prior warning.13 On 7 October in Berlin, police officers were also reported to 
have used undue and unnecessary force against peaceful protesters.14 

Such responses by the authorities to peaceful protests breach the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights (Articles 11 and 12), international human rights standards, and rule of law principles on the 
rights to freedoms of peaceful assembly, expression, and association. In July 2025, we wrote a letter 
to the Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, the Rule of Law and Consumer Protection, Michael 
McGrath, to raise our concerns about the restrictions faced by the solidarity movement.15 To date, 
the Commission has not responded to our concerns or publicly addressed these ongoing and 
severe violations of the right to protest. 

Furthermore, we are alarmed at the lack of action by European governments and EU institutions 
to protect the humanitarian and civic mission of the Global Sumud Flotilla, which carried more than 
500 activists from 44 countries, including EU member states, and to denounce its unlawful 
interception by Israeli forces. While several human rights defenders, including from Europe, were 
arbitrarily arrested and have been subjected to ill-treatment and torture in Israeli detention, a 
number of member states have failed to react and hold Israel accountable.16  

We strongly condemn the failure of European institutions and member states to support civic 
actions for Palestinians in Gaza and their silence on the unlawful interception of the non-violent 
and peaceful Global Sumud Flotilla mission in international waters. Such inaction legitimises the 
criminalisation of non-violent civic engagement and undermines confidence in Europe’s genuine 
commitment to protect human rights defenders consistently, both within and beyond its borders. 

These repressions come amid a significant escalation of attacks against the primacy and 
universality of international law, international human rights law and standards and the multilateral 
legal system. Despite arrest warrants issued by the International Criminal Court (ICC) against high-

 

6 https://www.morgenpost.de/berlin/article410144544/gaza-protest-berlin-alexanderplatz-wedding-demo-
palaestina.html  
7 https://it.euronews.com/2025/09/22/italia-sciopero-generale-per-gaza-e-la-flotilla-a-rischio-stop-trasporti-e-
scuole  
8 https://nltimes.nl/2025/10/03/police-arrest-205-people-gaza-support-protest-around-hague-central-st… 
9 https://www.polskieradio.pl/395/7784/Artykul/3588082,propalestinian-protest-in-warsaw-ends-in-police-
intervention 
10 https://www.asbeiras.pt/cinco-manifestantes-detidos-na-ponte-de-santa-clara-apos-manifestacao-pela-
palestina/  
11 https://www.elsaltodiario.com/madrid/cargas-policiales-ultima-etapa-vuelta-dejan-al-menos-diez-
manifestantes-heridos  
12 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/oct/04/palestine-action-protest-police-arrests-london-demo  
13 https://www.amnesty.be/infos/actualites/violences-policieres-bruxelles  
14 https://www.aljazeera.com/video/newsfeed/2025/10/8/videos-show-berlin-police-beating-pro-palestine-
protesters#flips-6382256597112:0   
15 https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/fidh_report_on_palestinian_solidarity_under_fire.pdf  
16 https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/israel-palestine/israel-subjects-flotilla-participants-
to-abuse-and-mistreatment  
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ranking Israeli and Hamas officials,17 some member states who are parties to the Rome Statute of 
the ICC have openly rejected upholding their obligation to cooperate fully with the court in its 
investigation and prosecution of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed against 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.18 Overall, this raises significant questions about the commitment of 
member states to upholding international law and the EU’s own treaty-based responsibilities.  

We strongly urge EU institutions and member states to uphold and protect the rights to freedom 
of peaceful assembly, association and expression, including for those showing solidarity with 
Palestinians. Authorities must stop resorting to unnecessary and unlawful use of force and instead 
protect human rights and civic space. 

Ahead of the Foreign Affairs Council Meeting on 20 October, we call on the EU and member states 
to uphold their international legal obligations and to positively respond to the demands of the 
European people for urgent actions to put an immediate and permanent end to Israel’s crimes 
under international law. The EU must also make clear that it will not tolerate under any 
circumstances any further interruption, delay, or restriction on the delivery of humanitarian aid, 
food, water, electricity and healthcare supplies to Palestinians across the whole of the Gaza Strip. 

 

Signatories: 

Civil Liberties Union for Europe 

EuroMed Rights 

European Civic Forum (ECF) 

European Jews for Palestine  

European Network Against Racism (ENAR) 

Equinox initiative for racial justice 

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) 

SOLIDAR 

 

17 https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/11/1157406  
18 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/hungary-withdrawal-from-icc-does-not-absolve-hungary-
of-its-legal-obligation-to-arrest-fugitive-benjamin-netanyahu/ ; https://euromedrights.org/publication/eu-
should-defend-the-icc-international-criminal-court-under-attack-by-us-others/  
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